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1.0 Introduction 
The Georgia Solid Waste Comprehensive Management Act (SWCMA) of 1990 required that each 
local government adopt a solid waste management plan (SWMP) in order to receive state grants, 
loans, or permits for solid waste facilities after July 1, 1992. In addition, the SWCMA adopted a 
statewide municipal solid waste (MSW) reduction goal of a 25 percent per capita weight reduction in 
the amounts of disposed waste in landfills by the year 1996 and that local jurisdictions prepare ten-
year landfill capacity assurance reports for the ten year and five year solid waste management plan 
updates. The 25 percent per capita statewide MSW reduction goal was repealed in 2005 by the 
Georgia legislature and reworded to state that municipalities should make every effort to reduce the 
per capita MSW disposal rate. Accordingly, the Rome-Floyd County Solid Waste Commission (Joint 
Solid Waste Commission) accepted the 25 percent per capita statewide MSW disposal reduction 
goal as a guidance and target goal.  
 
A joint comprehensive SWMP was developed through the combined efforts of the governments of 
Floyd County, the City of Rome, and the City of Cave Spring and first published in October 1992 and 
updated in 1998. Development of the 2008 - 2018 SWMP is the responsibility of the Joint Solid 
Waste Commission and is being submitted in accordance with the Rules of the Georgia Department 
of Community Affairs (DCA), Chapter 110-4-3, Minimum Planning Standards and Procedures for 
Solid Waste Management, as revised August 2, 2005 and the Georgia SWCMA 1990 requirement 
to complete a new plan every ten years.  
 
Two public hearings were held in preparation of the SWMP. The initial public hearing was held on 
August 18, 2008, during the Rome City Commission Meeting, to advise the public of the ten year 
requirement to update the SWMP and to provide an opportunity for the public to comment or have 
input in the planning process. The second public hearing was held on September 22, 2008, during 
the Joint Solid Waste Commission monthly meeting to review and obtain comments on the draft 
SWMP. The draft SWMP was made available on the City of Rome and Floyd County web pages 
prior to the second meeting. No comments either in favor or opposition were received from the public 
at either public hearing. A copy of this notice of public meeting is provided in Appendix I. 

1.1 Formation of the Joint Solid Waste Commission  
In 1995, a Joint Solid Waste Commission was formed which included four voting members; two 
Commissioners from Floyd County and two Commissioners from the City of Rome and seven non-
voting members including the City of Rome, City Manager, the Floyd County Manager, the City of 
Rome Public Services Manager, the City of Rome Public Works Director, the Walker Mountain 
Landfill Director, a Finance Director and a Secretary. The purpose of the Joint Solid Waste 
Commission was to consolidate all solid waste management activities and combine any previous 
agreements under one governing body, such as the 1992 City of Rome and Floyd County 
contractual agreement to establish a Recycling Center, originally funded with money from the 1988 
SPLOST referendum, a composting program which was started by the City of Rome in 1993, and the 
operation of an inert landfill by the City of Rome at the Walker Mountain landfill site in 1994.  
 
Other projects later approved by the Joint Solid Waste Commission, included the construction of a 
new Subtitle D landfill at the Walker Mountain property which was approved by the Georgia 
Environmental Protection Division (EPD) in 1996, and the completion of Phase IV in 1997. The 
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Berryhill Road landfill was closed on June 30, 1998. and the Walker Mountain landfill Phase IV area 
began receiving waste on July 1, 1998. Closure of the Walker Mountain landfill Phases I, II and III 
received final approval and a Closure Certificate from the Georgia EPD in January 1999.  
 
The Joint Solid Waste Commission meets every fourth Tuesday of the month at 1:00 pm in the City 
of Rome, City Hall, Sam King Room. A listing of the voting members and staff members that serve 
the Joint Solid Waste Commission and Joint Solid Waste Commission Agreement are provided in 
Appendix II. 

1.2 Historical Summary of Floyd County, City of Rome and City of Cave Spring 
Floyd County, formerly Cherokee County inhabited by the Cherokee, a Native American people, was 
formed in 1832 and named in honor of General John Floyd, an Indian fighter, military officer and 
member of the State and U.S. House of Representatives. The Cherokee were displaced from their 
ancestral lands in northern Georgia to Oklahoma, a migration known as the Trail of Tears, in a 
period of rapidly expanding white population primarily due to the gold rush around Dahlonega, 
Georgia in the 1830s. 
 
The City of Rome, the county seat of Floyd County, was founded in 1834. The city was named 
Rome, through the collaboration of five men; Colonel Daniel R. Mitchell suggesting Rome; a 
commemoration of the Italian city of Rome, with the similar geographical feature of seven hills with a 
river running between them; Major Hemphill favoring Hamburg; Colonel Zachariah B. Hargrove 
promoting Pittsburg; John Lumpkin preferred Warsaw; and Colonel Charles Smith suggesting 
Hillsboro. The meeting took place at the antebellum columned home of Major Philip Hemphill and 
their idea was to build a town that would become a trade center utilizing riverboat traffic. The 
Hemphill house, one of the oldest in Floyd County, was built in 1832. The house still stands and is 
home to the President of the Darlington School, a 100 year old private preparatory school serving 
high school boarders and day students pre-kindergarten through the twelfth grade. 
 
Rome, Georgia soon became the main river port between Gadsden, Alabama and Calhoun, Georgia. 
Boats as large as one hundred and seventy-five feet in length brought cargo, mail and passengers 
into Rome. In 1839 the Rome Railroad was chartered. By 1860 Rome had a bank, a newspaper, a 
college, churches, and was a busy hub of trade. During the Civil War Rome was a medical center 
and wounded from both sides were brought into Rome for treatment. In May of 1864 Rome fell to the 
Union Forces under the command of General William T. Sherman, and as with Sherman’s campaign 
the Union Forces set fire to many of the buildings, sparing the buildings used as hospitals, 
as they departed Rome in November of that same year. 
 
The City of Cave Spring, located in Vann’s Valley, was settled between 1829 and 1832, and was 
named for the limestone spring flowing from a cave in the center of the village. In 1931, Dr. Joseph 
B. Rolater deeded the 29 acre cave spring site to the residents of Cave Spring creating Rolater Park. 
The Georgia School for the Deaf (GSD) was founded in 1846 by O. P. Fannin with four deaf students 
who met in a one-room log cabin. Today the GSD campus is located on Perry Farm Road and 
provides excellent educational preparation for deaf students and multiple-handicapped students.  

1.3 Planning Area and Geographical Setting  
Floyd County with a land area of 513 square miles and 5.0 square miles of water is situated in the 
center of northwest Georgia and lies in the Ridge and Valley geologic province. The terrain ranges 
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from moderately rolling to steep. The climate is temperate, with mild winters and hot, humid 
summers. Approximately 6,620 acres, of the 750,502 acres comprising the Chattahoochee-Oconee 
National Forest are located in Floyd County.  
 
Two major rivers, the Etowah and the Oostanaula, flow through the county with the City of Rome at 
the confluence to form the Coosa River. The City of Rome has a total area of 29.8 square miles, 
29.4 square miles is land and 0.4 square miles is water.  
 
The City of Cave Spring just 10 miles south of Rome has a total area of 4.04 square miles of which 
4.0 square miles is land and 0.04 square miles is water. 
 
The location of Floyd County within the State of Georgia is presented on Figure 1.1 below. The map 
of Georgia in Figure 1.1 was provided by the Rome-Floyd County Planning Department. 
 

 
Figure 1.1 Location of Floyd County in the State of Georgia 
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1.4 Population and Housing Data 
Floyd County 
 
The population of Floyd County has grown from the earliest recorded U.S. census of 4,441 persons 
in 1840 to a U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey population of 95,980 as 
presented in Table 1.1. Statistical data presented on the web page www.city-data.com indicate a 
2007 population of 95,618 with 64% urban and 36% rural and a population density of 186 people per 
square mile. Owner occupied houses and/or condos total 22,740 with renter occupied apartments 
totaling 11,288.  
 
City of Rome 
 
The U.S. Census Bureau, 2006 American Community Survey population for the City of Rome is 
36,142, as presented in Table 1.1. The city serves as a commercial and medical center for the 
county, as well as a large portion of northwest Georgia. Statistical data presented on the web page 
www.city-data.com indicate a 2007 population of 36,463 with 98.6% urban and 0.4% rural and a 
housing density of 492 houses and/or condos per square mile. Owner occupied single family houses 
total 7,078 and renter occupied single family houses total 6,151.  
 
City of Cave Spring 
 
The only other incorporated municipality within Floyd County is the City of Cave Spring, just 10 
miles south of Rome with a 2000 U.S. census population of 975 persons. Statistical data presented 
on the web page www.city-data.com indicate a 2007 population of 1,015, as listed in Table 1.1, with 
100.0% rural and a housing density of 108 houses and/or condos per square mile. Owner occupied 
single family houses total 283 and renter occupied single family houses total 120.  
 

Table 1.1 
Population for Floyd County, Georgia 

 

Plan Area 
Year 

19901 20002 20063 20084 
All Floyd County 81,251 90,565 95,006 95,980  

City of Rome 30,326 34,980 36,142 NA5 

City of Cave Spring 950 975 10156 NA 

 
Notes:  1 U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 
 2 U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 

  3 U.S. Census Bureau, 2006 American Community Survey 
  4 U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey, 1-Year Estimate 
  5 NA – 2008 U.S. Census Bureau Data Not Available 
  6 City-data.com 2007 
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Table 1.2 shows the projected growth over the 2008-2018 SWMP time period . Projections are 
based on data provided in the U.S. Census Bureau, Annual Estimates of the Resident Population for 
Counties of Georgia, April 2000 to July 1, 2008. 
 

Table 1.2 
Population Projections for Floyd County, Georgia1 

 

Plan Area Year 
20001 20082 20183 

All Floyd County  90,565 95,9802 102,171 
City of Rome  34,980 NA4 38,206 

City of Cave Spring  975 NA 1,031 
 
 Notes:  1 U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 

2 U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey, 1-Year Estimate 
3 Annual Percentage Change Between 2000 and 2008 of 0.627% Projected Annually 

through 2018 
4 NA = Not Available  

1.5 Economic Activity 
Floyd County economic activity is lead by three medical centers, Floyd Medical Center, Redmond 
Regional Medical Center and Harbin Clinic, with Floyd Medical Center the county’s largest employer. 
Other top ten employers in the county include carpet manufacturers, educational services, food 
processing, municipal government, paper and pulp, and public education as listed in Table 1.3.  
 

Table 1.3 
Top 10 Employers in Floyd County, Georgia 1 

 

Employer Employees Rank Industry/Service 
Percentage of 
Total County 
Employment 

Floyd Medical Center 2170 1 Health Care 4.4 
Floyd County Schools 1775 2 Public Education 3.6 
Redmond Regional Medical Center 1191 3 Health Care 2.4 
Harbin Clinic 964 4 Health Care 2.0 
Temple Inland Paper Mill Container 915 5 Paper & Pulp 1.9 
Pierre Zartic 804 6 Food Processing 1.6 
Floyd County Government 711 7 Public Service 1.4 
Mohawk Industries 700 8 Carpet 1.4 
City of Rome 665 9 Public Service 1.3 
Kellogg 626 10 Food Production 1.3 
 
Notes: 1 Floyd County Chamber of Commerce, Comprehensive Annual Financial Report, 2007. 
 



Solid Waste Management Plan – October 2008 - 2018 
Floyd County, City of Rome, City of Cave Spring 

Willmer Project No. 174-3391 
Page 6 

 
The area’s civilian employed population 16 years of age and over, as presented in Table 1.4, is listed 
by industry in Floyd County and based on the U.S. Bureau of Census 2000 and 2006 data and 
Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA) projections for 2015. In 2000, education, health 
and social services accounted for 23.9 percent of the employment base with manufacturing jobs 
making up 23.2 percent of the workforce. These two sectors continued to lead in total employment in 
2006 making up 27.0 percent and 17.0 percent of the total workforce, respectively.  
 
A Georgia Trend November 2008 article cites manufacturing employment has jumped back to 23.4 
percent, primarily due to the worker training programs through Georgia’s Quick Start program. For 
example manufacturing companies such as Neaton Rome, F&P Georgia, and Suzuki ATV have 
hired graduates from Coosa Valley Technical College to staff their high tech assembly lines. 
Additionally, Pirelli Tire recently announced a $15 million expansion that will create about 20 new 
jobs and add 20 percent production capacity for its robotic production line. Conversely, an April 2009 
Georgia Trend article indicates that Rome/Floyd County incurred job losses in 2008, as Mohawk 
carpets phased out more than 230 jobs at two locations, and Temple Inland Paper Mill closed a box 
plant, eliminating 91 jobs.  
 
Based on the 2006 Percentage of Total Employment by Industry, as shown in Table 2.4, the DCA 
has projected growth in education, health and social services to 27.7 percent of the workforce;  
manufacturing to 17.8 percent of the workforce;  professional, scientific, management, 
administrative, and waste management to 8.2 percent of the work force;  finance, insurance, and real 
estate to 4.1 percent of the work force; public administration to 3.8 percent of the workforce, 
wholesale trade to 3.5 percent of the work force; and agriculture, forestry, fisheries, hunting, and 
mining to 0.6 percent of the work force.  Industry sectors such as construction, retail trade, 
transportation, warehousing and utilities and information are projected to decrease, whereas, arts, 
entertainment, recreation, accommodation and food service is to remain flat.  
 
In the midst of the 2008-2009 U.S. economic downturn, the Chamber of Commerce webpage reports 
that Floyd County is ranked 11th in economic strength among Georgia's 159 counties.  
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Table 1.4 

Employment by Industry 
Floyd County (2000) and Projected for 2015 

 

Employment Sector 

2000 1 2006 2 2015 3 (Projected) 

Number of 
Employees 

Percentage 
of Total 

Employmen
t 

Number of 
Employees 

Percentage 
of Total 

Employment 

Number of 
Employees

Percentage 
of Total 

Employment 

Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries, Hunting 
and Mining 334 0.8 149 0.4 261 0.6 

Arts, Entertainment, Recreation, 
Accommodation and Food Service 2,586 6.4 3,387 8.1 3,537 8.1 

Construction 3,038 7.5 4,134 10.0 3,832 8.7 
Educational, Health and Social Services 9,673 23.9 11,235 27.0 12,142 27.7 
Finance, Insurance and Real Estate 1,628 4.0 1,349 3.2 1,792 4.1 
Information 777 1.9 1,434 3.4 777 1.8 
Manufacturing 9,369 23.2 7,091 17.0 7,818 17.8 
Professional, Scientific, Management, 
Administrative and Waste Management 2,404 6.0 2,954 7.1 3,573 8.2 

Public Administration 1,428 3.5 1,163 2.8 1,669 3.8 
Retail Trade 4,384 10.9 4,501 10.8 3,710 8.5 
Transportation, Warehousing and 
Utilities 1,708 4.2 1,412 3.4 1,036 2.4 

Wholesale Trade 1,424 3.5 752 1.8 1,519 3.5 
Other 1,650 4.1 2,061 5.0 2,157 4.9 
Total 40,403 100 41,622 100 43,823 100 
 
Notes:  1 2000 U.S. Bureau of Census 
 2 U.S. Bureau of Census, 2006 American Community Survey 
 3 Georgia Department of Community Affairs 
 Bold = greater than 10% employment 
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1.6 Transportation Networks and Transportation Improvement Planning 
Highway System 
 
The Rome/Floyd County area was designated as an “Urbanized Area” by the U.S. Bureau of the 
Census following the 1980 Census. At that time the area came under the provisions of the 
Federal-Aid Highway Act and the Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1964, as amended, which 
require a “continuing, comprehensive, and cooperative (3C)” planning process in all urban areas 
of more than 50,000 population. In keeping with these provisions, the Rome-Floyd County Planning 
Commission has been designated as the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the area. 
Officials from other federal, state, and local governmental implementing agencies are also members 
of the MPO. The process uses three committees (Transportation Policy Committee – the decision 
making body, Technical Coordinating Committee – the staff, and Citizen’s Advisory Committee), to 
develop and carry out a comprehensive transportation planning process and to ensure that 
programs, improvements, and expenditures are consistent with regional goals, policies, and plans. 
The result of these activities is the Floyd/Rome Urban Transportation Study (FRUTS). 
 
No interstate highways lie within the Floyd County FRUTS area; however, two federal and eight 
state highway routes traverse the County. Floyd County and the City of Rome are located within the 
geographical triangle formed by I-75, I-20 and I-59, which connects Atlanta, Georgia, Birmingham, 
Alabama and Chattanooga, Tennessee. Access to these interstate highways from Floyd County is 
provided by US Highways 27 and 411 and Georgia Highways 20, 53 and 140. US Highway 27 has 
been designated the Martha Berry Highway by the Georgia State Legislature. It was named after 
Martha Berry, founder of Berry College in Rome, Georgia. US 27 is designated a northwest 
Georgia’s Governor’s Road Improvement Program (GRIP) corridor, was recently widened to four 
lanes throughout Floyd County and is a major corridor between the Florida and Tennessee state 
lines. 
 
An August 2009 Draft of the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), a four year capital 
improvement program drawn from the 2035 Transportation Plan outlines the roadway and transit 
projects planned for Floyd County during state fiscal years 2010 through 2013. Copies of the TIP 
can be found at five (5) physical locations including: 
 
1)  Rome – Floyd County Planning Department’s main office at 607 Broad Street in Rome, GA,  
2) Floyd County Clerk’s Office at 12 E. Fourth Ave. in Rome, GA,  
3) Rome City Clerk’s Office at 601 Broad Street in Rome,GA,  
4)  Cave Spring City Clerk’s Office at 10 Georgia Ave. SW in Cave Spring, GA, and 
5) Rome – Floyd County Public Library at 205 Riverside Pkwy in Rome, GA.  
 
The document is also available on the Rome-Floyd County Planning Department’s webpage located 
at http://www.romega.us. 
 
Rail Service 
 
CSX and Norfolk Southern provide freight and intermodal transportation service in Floyd County 
connecting to other locations in Georgia.  
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Airport 
 
The Richard B. Russell Regional Airport, also known as the Richard B. Russell Regional Airport/ 
J.H. Towers Field, is located at 304 Russell Field Road, Rome, Georgia, approximately 7 miles 
north of Rome, Georgia, and 65 miles northwest of downtown Atlanta, Georgia, accommodating 
general and/or corporate users. 
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2.0 Waste Stream Disposal Analysis 
City of Rome and Floyd County residential waste comprises approximately 66.38 percent of the 
disposal total and commercial waste 33.62 percent of the waste stream. The City of Cave Spring is 
estimated to have a waste stream composed of 45 percent residential waste and 55 percent 
commercial waste.  

2.1 Estimated Composition 
An estimate of the waste stream composition was derived from the 2005 Georgia DCA, Georgia 
Statewide Waste Characterization Study by R.W. Beck. An estimate of the composition by weight 
for the Coosa Valley Regional Development Center (RDC), which is also representative of Floyd 
County, is shown as percent of total volume in Table 2.1. The waste stream composition for Floyd 
County is not expected to change for the 10-year period included within this SWMP. 

Table 2.1 
Waste Stream Composition by Weight 

 

Component Percent 

Paper and Paperboard 34.6 

Plastic 16.4 

Other Organics (i.e. textiles, diapers, wood - non-C&D) 14.8 

Food Waste 13.4 

Yard Trash 4.8 

Construction & Demolition Debris (i.e. drywall, carpet) 4.8  

Glass 4.4 

Metals 4.4 

Inorganic Waste (i.e. televisions, computers, other electronics) 2.1 

Household Hazardous Waste 0.3 

TOTAL 100.0 

Source: Georgia, DCA, June 22, 2005. Final Report: Georgia Statewide Waste 
Characterization Study by R.W. Beck, Table E-2, Coosa Valley Regional Development 
Center Landfilled Municipal Solid Waste Composition Detail (weight percent), Funded by 
Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD), Solid Waste Trust Fund. 
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2.2 Amount of Solid Waste Received at Disposal Facilities Since 1998 
The amount of solid waste received at disposal facilities within Floyd County during the time period 
between 1998 and August 2008 is shown below in Table 2.2. In 2006 and 2007, 59,304 tons and 
54,821 tons were received at the Walker Mountain landfill, respectively. The sharp decrease in the 
total volume for 2006 and 2007 was the result of Allied Waste Industries (Allied Waste) transporting 
solid waste to competing landfills in Gordon and Polk Counties, and Waste Management’s landfill in 
Ballground, Georgia. Allied Waste resumed the transport of solid waste to the Walker Mountain 
landfill upon completion of negotiations with City of Rome and Floyd County for revised tipping fees 
that are competitive with the surrounding markets. In 2008 a total of 85,360 tons of solid waste was 
received at the Walker Mountain landfill.  

Table 2.2 
Solid Waste Disposal 

(Tons) 
 

Landfill 
Year 

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Walker 
Mountain 60,271 130,971 107,880 98,228 83,463 88,548 104,429 100,624 59,304* 54,821* 85,360

Berryhill 
Road 30,136 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Total 90,407 130,971 107,880 98,228 83,463 88,548 104,429 100,624 59,304 54,821 85,360

 
Note: * Allied Waste was transporting MSW to competing landfills in Gordon and Polk Counties, 
and to Waste Management’s landfill in Ballground, Georgia. 
 

2.3 Largest Users of Walker Mountain Landfill in Floyd County, 2007 
Landfill records indicate that the following customers were the twelve largest users of the Walker 
Mountain landfill during 2007. 
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Table 2.3 

Largest Users of Walker Mountain Landfill in Floyd County, 2008 
 

Industry Tons/Month Description 

Allied Waste (BFI, 
Republic) 3,087 

Commercial, Industrial Waste, 
Household Waste and Construction and 
Debris Waste 

City of Rome / Floyd 
County Remote Sites 2,264 

Household and Commercial Waste for 
the City of Rome, Household Waste for 
Remote Sites 

AMR Waste Systems 708 Commercial, Industrial and Construction 
and Debris Waste 

Cash / Check Residents 
Drop-Off 401 Household, Construction and Debris 

Waste and Yard Waste 

City of Rome Waste 
Treatment 156 Construction and Debris Waste 

WM Clanton Garbage 
Service  50 Household Waste  

Riverside Garbage  48 Household Waste 

Waste Industries  41 Household Waste 

All Others (includes Rome 
Recycling Center) 358 Household, Commercial and Industrial 

Waste 

 
 

2.4 Amount of Waste Imported and Exported 
As of the date of this report Floyd County does not receive waste from outside its boundaries. No 
wastes are presently known to be exported out of Floyd County, with the exception of biomedical 
wastes, such as needles, syringes, bandages, etc. These biomedical wastes are being collected by 
each separate medical facility and transported to an approved biomedical incinerator under contract 
to the medical facility. 

2.5 Future Implications 
Based on the 1990 U.S. Census population of 81,251 for Floyd County, the 1991 solid waste annual 
total of 126,771 tons and a population growth rate of 1.15 percent per year (11.5 percent change 
between 1990 and 2000), the 1991 per capita solid waste disposal rate is calculated at 8.38 pounds 
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per day. Using the U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey population data 
for Floyd County of approximately 95,980, the 2008 per capita solid waste disposal rate 
calculates at 4.87 pounds per day or a 41.9% per capita MSW disposal rate reduction from 
1991 levels. The per capita MSW disposal rate exceeds the State of Georgia 2008 per capita 
MSW disposal rate of 6.07 pounds per day, when adjusted for subtracting the amount of 
waste disposed at Georgia landfills from out of state sources, as shown in Table 2.5.  
 
The Joint Solid Waste Commission Remaining MSW Capacity Report, dated September 23, 2008, 
projected a MSW annual total of approximately 107,055 tons, equating to a 2008 per capita MSW 
disposal rate of 6.05 pounds per day or similar the State of Georgia MSW disposal rate of 6.07 
pounds per day as shown in Tables 2.4 and 2.5, respectively. However, this discrepancy between 
actual and projected waste stream volumes may partially be attributable to elevated population 
projections (1.15% annual population growth between 1991 and 2000 as compared to the 0.67% 
annual population growth between 2000 and 2008), the recent economic downturn that started in 
2008 and continues at the time of this report. An example of the economic downturn is reflected in 
Allied Waste decline in daily MSW collection and disposal volumes at the Walker Mountain landfill, 
as illustrated in Figure 2.1 and discussed in Section 2.6 below. A copy of the letter of disposal 
capacity assurance and Remaining MSW Capacity Report are provided in Appendix III. 
 
The projected total waste stream and the per capita waste disposal rate in Table 2.4 is based on a 
0.67% annual population growth rate between 2008 and 2018, and reductions in the per capita 
MSW disposal rate are projected through the year 2013, the end of the 5-year SWMP update time 
period, and held constant through 2018. These projections result in a goal of a 50% per capita 
MSW disposal rate reduction from the 1991 levels or the equivalent of 4.19 pounds per day.  
However, in order to achieve this goal, the residents of Floyd County will have to reduce the amount 
of MSW disposed at the Walker Mountain landfill by an additional 14% during the five year time 
period between 2009 and 2013 or an annual reduction of 0.14 pounds per day per person. 
Obviously, as the economy rebounds there will be the challenge to find the balance between 
population growth, business growth and the corresponding generation of MSW to achieve this 
additional 14% reduction over this 5-year time period.  
 
Based on the current population growth rate and the waste reduction projections an estimated total 
of 783,850 tons of solid waste could be disposed of at the Walker Mountain landfill in Floyd County 
during the 2008-2018 SWMP time period. 
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Table 2.4 

Projected Waste Disposal Amounts and Pounds Per Capita 
 

 
Year 

 

 
Population 
Estimate 

 

Total Waste 
Stream (tons) 

Projected 
Total Waste 

Stream 
(tons) 

 
Per Capita 

(pounds/day) 
 

2008 MSW 
Remaining 
Capacity 
Report 

Projected 
Total 

Waste Stream 
(tons) 

2008 MSW 
Remaining 
Capacity 
Report 

Per Capita 
(pounds/day) 

 

1990 81,251      
1991 82,900 126,771 -- 8.38 -- -- 
2000 90,565      
2005 94,193 100,624 -- 5.85 -- -- 
2006 95,006 59,3041 -- -- -- -- 
2007 95,364 57,8241 -- -- -- -- 
2008 95,980 85,360 -- 4.872 107,055 6.053 

2009 96,582 -- 83,372 4.73 -- -- 
2010 97,187 -- 81,589 4.60 -- -- 
2011 97,797 -- 79,602 4.46 -- -- 
2012 98,410 -- 77,766 4.33 -- -- 
2013 99,027 -- 75,723 4.19 -- -- 
2014 99,648 -- 76,198 4.19 -- -- 
2015 100,273 -- 76,676 4.19 -- -- 
2016 100,901 -- 77,157 4.19 -- -- 
2017 101,534 -- 77,641 4.19 -- -- 
2018 102,171 -- 78,127 4.19 -- -- 

Totals   783,850    
Notes:       
       
1 Solid Waste disposal volume decrease due to Allied Waste transport of waste to competing landfills in Gordon 

and Polk counties and Waste Management landfill in Ballground, Georgia 
2 Achieved Per Capita MSW Reduction Goal of 41.9% between 1991 and 2008 calculated from U.S. Census 

Bureau Data and Walker Mountain Landfill disposal volume (tons) 
3 Calculated from the 2008 Joint Solid Waste Commission, Remaining MSW Capacity Report 
Bold = U.S. Census Bureau, Annual Estimates of the Resident Population for Counties in Georgia, April 2000 to 
July 1, 2008 
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2.6 Possible Reasons for Discrepancy Between Actual and Projected Waste Stream Volumes 
The difference between the actual MSW volume recorded in 2008 and the projected volume from 
the 2008 Remaining MSW Capacity Report is believed to be a result of a variety of factors including 
an increase in private recycling in Floyd County, the diversion of some types of waste to other 
means of disposal, such as the introduction in 2008 of Temple Inland Paper, a biomass fuel user, 
which resulted in the redirection of a large volume of paper and wood waste away from the landfill, 
elevated population growth projections, and the economic downturn reflecting in an overall decline 
in residential and business MSW generation. According to Jamie McCord, City of Rome’s Director 
of Public Works, Allied Waste is not regularly achieving their contract disposal amount of 125 tons 
per day, and as of June 2009 is averaging approximately 120 tons per day, as shown in Figure 2.1 
below. 

 
Figure 2.1 Allied Waste 2008-2009 Disposal Data 

2.7 State of Georgia Per Capita Waste Disposal Rates 
A comparison of the Floyd County per capita MSW disposal rate as displayed in Table 2.4 and the 
State of Georgia average MSW disposal rate as shown in Table 2.5, indicates that Floyd county 
residents and businesses disposed of municipal waste at a rate 19.8 percent less than the state 
average during FY 2008. 
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Table 2.5 
Georgia Average Per Capita Waste Disposal Rates (1999-2008) 

 

 
http://www.dca.state.ga.us/development/Research/programs/swar2008.asp 

 
 

2.8 Floyd County Emergency Management Agency Debris Management Plan 
During a disaster scenario, there is a possibility of an altered waste stream. The changes that would 
occur are dependent on the nature of the event itself, but the prediction may be made that the 
volume of construction material, hazardous material, and household wastes would increase in the 
event of a disaster. Assumptions and estimates regarding types and amounts of debris are included 
in the Floyd County Emergency Management Agency Debris Management Plan, dated June 2008. 
The Debris Management Plan may be viewed online at www.floydcountyga.org/EMA/plans.html. 
 
Appendix IV includes notification from the Georgia Emergency Management Association of the 
approval of the Floyd County Debris Management Plan dated October 20, 2008 and a copy of the 
plan on CD. 

2.9 Recyclable Materials Shipped Out Through the Rome/Floyd Recycling Center 
 
In 2008, 4,355 tons of recyclable materials were shipped out through the Rome-Floyd County 
Recycling Center (Recycling Center). Materials processed through the Recycling Center include 
aluminum, glass, plastic, corrugated cardboard, paper (office, white, newsprint, mixed, magazines, 
phonebooks and hard bound books), steel and miscellaneous. Table 2.6 presents the recyclable 
volume total in tons per year and the percentage of total waste diverted from the Walker Mountain 
landfill.  
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Table 2.6 

Rome-Floyd Recycling Center Recyclable Materials Collected 
(Tons) 

 

Year Tons 
Percentage of 

Total Waste 
Disposal (%) 

1998 5,796 6.4 
1999 7,751 5.9 
2000 8,036 7.4 
2001 6,920 7.0 
2002 6,741 8.0 
2003 6,530 7.3 
2004 5,570 5.3 
2005 4,707 4.6 
2006 4,570 7.7 
2007 4,605 8.4 
2008 4,355 5.1 

 
The recycling percentages do not include five sizeable private recyclers in Floyd County including, 
Self Recycling Inc., Anniston Metals, PSC Metals, Paper Recovery and Newell Recycling and/or 
recycling performed by private businesses such as Food Lion, Kroger, Wal-Mart, Big Lots and 
colleges and universities such as Berry College. The volume of material recycled through private 
companies has increased in recent years, including the transfer of Rome News Tribune paper 
waste to a private recycler, substantially reducing the recorded total volume of recycled waste. A 
listing of the private recycling facilities is provided in Table 2.7 below. 

Table 2.7 
Private Recycling Companies 

 
Private Recycling Companies 

Company Name Address Phone Contact 

Self Recycling Inc. 168 Cassville Rd.  
Cartersville, GA 30120 (770) 382-2320 Brian Pearson 

Anniston Metals 4 E. 3rd St. 
Rome, GA 30161 (706) 291-4994 Wayne Evans 

PSC Metals 37 Shorter Industrial Blvd. NW 
Rome, GA 30165 (706) 291-9660 Richard Lambert 

Paper Recovery 501 E. 6th St. SW 
Rome, GA 30161 (706) 291-2988 Ira Levy 

Newell Recycling 4614 New Calhoun Hwy NE 
Rome, GA 30161 (706) 235-2530 Richard Riley 
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3.0 Waste Reduction Element 
This section describes the waste reduction programs provided by Floyd County, the City of 
Rome and the City of Cave Spring. 
 
Reducing the amount of waste generated is approached through multiple city and county programs. 
The City of Rome and Floyd County websites each display a direct link to the Recycling Center 
website. This Recycling Center website, in turn, has links available that lead to sites to educate the 
public about alternatives for waste disposal, especially recycling including the National Recycling 
Coalition.  
 
An example program includes, the “Pay-As-You-Throw” program which, under this plan (also known 
as unit pricing), households are charged for waste collection based on the amount of trash they 
throw away in the same way they are charged for water, electricity, and other utilities. This gives 
residents a direct incentive to reduce the amount of waste they generate.  

3.1 Source Reduction Programs 
Source reduction refers to the actions and programs a jurisdiction has in place to reduce the 
amount of waste generated by the consumer.  In mid-2008, the Rome City Manager announced to 
staff and elected officials that the City of Rome would no longer purchase bottled water, and that tap 
water would be provided at all City of Rome department meetings. The Facilities Manager, who 
oversees the purchasing of canned drinks which are provided at public meetings conducted inside 
City Hall, was instructed to cease purchasing plastic bottled water.  An ice maker and several 
pitchers were purchased which are now used at all public meetings. 
 
The Director of Keep Rome Floyd Beautiful, will research other possibilities to expand source 
reduction opportunities inside the over twenty-nine (29) departments at the City of Rome.  Over the 
next five years, each department will be asked to review its operations and look for 1-5 specific line 
items to be included and implemented in an overall source reduction program/plan.  Based on the 
response of the City of Rome departments, similar programs will be developed and rolled out for 
Floyd County and the City of Cave Spring. 
 
The Director of Keep Rome Floyd Beautiful will require approval from the respective Cities and 
County Management, the various department heads, and the Joint Solid Waste Commission to act 
as an internal consultant to advertise, conduct, and promote departmental source reduction 
inventories.  Once the specific reduction line items have been identified, goals will be announced at 
staff meetings and other meetings as determined necessary by management to draft and implement 
an overall source reduction plan to be included in the next SWMP. 

3.2 Recycling 
In 1992, the City of Rome and Floyd County signed a contractual agreement to develop and 
operate the Recycling Center. The Recycling Center, located off Calhoun Avenue at Waters Street 
in north Rome is the main collection and drop off point for recycling in the County, receives the 
curbside collection from the City of Rome and also receives recyclable materials from the various 
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remote pickup sites in the county, where recycling containers are located in close proximity to the 
main refuse dumpsters. The Recycling Center consists of an intermediate processing facility and 
classrooms for educational purposes. The Recycling Center operates on revenue generated from 
the sale of recyclable materials. 
 
The Recycling Center is capable of handling aluminum, steel, colored and clear glass, plastics 
number 1, 2, 4 and 6 paper, and electronics on some special days. The paper, plastics, aluminum 
and steel cans are baled and the glass is loaded whole into 30 yard boxes provided by the vendor. 
The drop off of home hazardous waste at the Recycling Center is offered to residents four times per 
year. 
  
The contractual agreement between the City of Rome and Floyd County specifies that the city and 
county will pay equal portions of any shortfall per year. Currently, the Recycling Center is operating 
at a deficit. However, starting in 2010 the Recycling Center will operate as an Enterprise Fund, with 
revenue coming from tipping fees from the City of Rome, Floyd County, and from Walker Mountain 
landfill.  The primary benefit of recycling lies not in the revenues generated, but in the extension of 
the life of the Walker Mountain landfill. Based on the 1998 to 2008 recyclable materials data, the 
Recycling Center provides for an approximate 5-8% reduction in the waste stream volume that 
would have been transported to the Walker Mountain landfill. A summary of the volume of materials 
collected and recycled through the Recycling Center for the years 1998 through 2008 are indicated 
in Table 3.1 below. Graphic presentations illustrating shipping data of recyclable materials during 
the time period between 1998 and 2008 and 2008 market pricing data for specific materials are 
provided in Appendix V.  
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Table 3.2 
Shipping Data of Recyclable Materials 

1998-2008 
 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Aluminum 49 51 47 44 51 46 40 45 40 25 25 
Glass 303 258 374 392 395 393 473 321 287 299 293 
Plastic 97 115 131 95 164 125 103 202 238 186 179 

Corrugated 3,220 5,081 4,783 3,694 2,950 2,990 2,179 1,729 1,543 1,582 1,806 
Paper 592 649 650 623 456 439 433 589 490 650 506 

Magazines, 
Books, and 
Newspaper 

1,376 1,408 1,798 1,763 1,805 1,627 1,527 1,341 1,491 1,253 1,392 

Steel 121 154 230 250 304 292 395 428 482 497 153 
Miscellaneous 38 35 23 58 616 618 420 53 0 113 1 

Totals 5,796 7,751 8,036 6,919 6,741 6,530 5,570 4,708 4,571 4,605 4,355 
 
The Recycling Center staff includes full time staffing for 1 manager, 2 certified officers, and 2 truck 
drivers.  Floyd County prison inmates provide the manpower necessary to handle the materials. The 
5,746-square-foot center cost about $250,000 to build and equip. These costs were paid by the 
proceeds of a 1988 special purpose local option sales tax (SPLOST) referendum. The Center is 
operated 40 hours per week for four days a week (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday – 10 hours 
each).  
 
All buyback and donation programs have been suspended.  If the opportunity arises in the future, 
they will be re-instated.    

3.3 Recycling Programs 

3.3.1 Drop-Off - Floyd County 
 
Drop-off containers for recyclable materials are provided by the county for all county residents at six 
Remote Convenience Centers or remote locations. A listing of the remote drop-off locations and 
types of material accepted is provided in the Collection Element in Section 4.0.  

3.3.2 Curbside Collection -  
Curbside collection of recyclable materials is provided for all City of Rome residents one day per 
week on the same day as other MSW is collected. Floyd County and the City of Cave Spring do not 
offer their residents curbside collection for recyclable materials. 
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Revisions to the City of Rome Recycling Program for 2010 
 
The City of Rome plans, at the beginning of 2010, to implement a single stream recycling program. 
This program would offer curbside collection of plastics, aluminum, and paper in a single bin, rather 
than requiring their separation, as the current program requires. This program is being implemented 
to encourage more residents to recycle. 

3.3.3 Yard Waste/ Mulching Program 
Two mulching centers are operated by the Joint Solid Waste Commission, one at Vaughn Road for 
government pick up of yard waste and a smaller site at the Walker Mountain Landfill for private 
citizen drop off. Mulch is available to the public free of charge at the Vaughn Road site near the City 
of Rome’s Public Works Offices and at the Walker Mountain landfill designated mulching area on a 
seasonal schedule.  
 
Floyd County 
 
Floyd County collects un-bagged leaves curbside in subdivisions with curb and gutter. This service 
assists with mitigating the problems with clogged storm water drains and pipes. Leaves are also 
collected from the rest of the county, if they are bagged, and the County is called to schedule 
pickup. The Floyd County Board of Commissioners also adopted a new yard debris ordinance, 
which states that yard debris needing to be picked up more than once a quarter or the amount of 
the debris is more than three cubic yards, will require payment to the county Public Works 
Department. 
 
City of Rome 
 
The city collects yard waste throughout the year and places it at the Vaughn Road collection yard 
near the Public Works Complex. The program has been in place since 1995 when the Joint Solid 
Waste Commission began managing the operation. Initially waste was stockpiled until space was 
limited and contracted grinders would be paid to grind and dispose of the ground material. 
 
In early 2008 the City of Rome discontinued contracting grinding yard waste material. The grinding 
and transportation of yard waste material is provided by Temple Inland Paper Mill, located at 238 
Mays Bridge Rd SW in Rome, Georgia at no cost to the City of Rome. Currently an estimated 700 
tons of yard waste is transported to the Temple Inland Paper Mill each month, as a biomass fuel 
source. This provides an approximate $100,000 savings per year to the Joint Solid Waste 
Commission in disposal of yard waste. 
 
City of Cave Spring 
 
The City of Cave Spring currently provides a mobile chipping operation that goes house to house on 
an on-call basis. Chipped material is made available to the public at the two mulching centers 
described above. 
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3.3.4 Composting  
The Recycling Center offers the discount purchase of personal composting containers for county 
residents. The link also provides further links to websites with more information regarding recycling 
options. 
 
Local residents can also request leaves for private composting. However, most of the leaves 
collected are transported to one of Floyd County’s two mulching locations and the material made 
available to local residents. 

3.4 Rome-Floyd Joint Efforts 
Since 1990, the Rome-Floyd County Clean Community Commission has assisted locally in 
sponsoring the statewide effort to recycle Christmas trees called “Bring One for the Chipper.” The 
operation provides two collection sites for people to bring their discarded trees.  
 
Trees can be delivered to a Home Depot location or can also be dropped off at Plant Hammond’s 
construction parking lot located on Alabama Highway in Coosa. These locations will typically accept 
trees on the first or second Saturday in January following the Christmas holiday from approximately 
9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. At designated times; participants can receive a free tree seedling for each 
Christmas tree. Information on drop off locations is provided on the Floyd County and City of Rome 
web pages. 
 
The trees collected at the Home Depot location are then delivered to the Vaughn Road collection 
yard for grinding into mulch. Trees delivered to the Plant Hammond site will be used to create fish 
habitats in conjunction with Plant Hammond’s “Renew Our Rivers” program. Since 1991, “Bring One 
For The Chipper” has collected over 4 million trees and provided over one million tree seedlings to 
participants. In 2008, more than 200,000 trees were recycled.  

3.5 Items Requiring Special Handling 
Through 2009, items that would be hazardous if placed in a landfill, including electronics and 
household hazardous wastes, were collected at the Recycling Center on designated dates, 
announced four times a year through advertising on the Recycling Center website and other public 
outlets. These announcements include a list of electronics and household hazardous materials that 
will be accepted.  However, starting in 2010, three household hazardous waste events and six 
electronic recycling events will be hosted each year. 
 
Biomedical wastes are the only wastes shipped out of the county, where they are incinerated to a 
point that the remaining waste is no longer a hazard. 

3.6 Contingency Strategy 
In the event the City of Rome, Floyd County and/or City of Cave Spring were unable to collect 
recyclables, the Cities and County would hire a third party Contractor to provide these services. In 
lieu of the Recycling Center, a 30 acre fenced off area is available for temporary storage of 
recyclable trailers, until the disposition of the material can be determined. 
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3.7 Goals and Needs 

 
Goals 

 Enhancement of public programs providing additional information for waste reduction, 
recycling and sustainability to lower the MSW disposal rate at the landfill and achieve an 
additional 14% per capita MSW reduction goal or 4.19 pounds per person by 2013.  

Needs 
 Single stream recycling plan 
 Recycling Center expansion and/or Relocation 
 Enhanced marketing campaign and continued promotion of community programs. 
 Expand composting program 
 Continue the bio-mass fuel source program with Temple Inland Paper Mill 
 Receive approval from Joint Solid Waste Commission for source reduction program ad plan.
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4.0 4.0 Collection Element 
This section describes the collection process for the Rome-Floyd Solid Waste Commission. 

4.1 Background 
In 1996, two separate sanitary landfills were operating in Floyd County, Georgia. The City of Rome 
operated the Walker Mountain site (Phases I to III) to serve the city. Floyd County operated the 
Berryhill Road landfill which was principally utilized by unincorporated Floyd County and the City of 
Cave Spring. The Berryhill landfill operated under a vertical expansion permit issued by the Georgia 
EPD with an expiration in July 1998, during the same time period when the City of Rome's Walker 
Mountain landfill (Phases I to III) was at near capacity. The Walker Mountain landfill was only 
accepting demolition waste in 1998 and reached an agreement with Floyd County to send their 
municipal waste to Berryhill, so that the Walker Mountain landfill (Phases I to III) could be closed. 
 
In anticipation of their needs and to address the new federal Subtitle D regulations imposed by the 
federal Resource Conservation Recovery Act (RCRA), the City of Rome performed a site feasibility 
study of the entire County to prioritize future potential landfill sites. A report was submitted to the 
Georgia EPD to obtain acceptance to develop a new Subtitle D landfill adjacent to the existing 
Walker Mountain Phases I, II, III to be closed on land already owned by the city. 
 
In recognition of their common solid waste challenges and with forethought toward efficiency, the 
Floyd County Community Development Department (FCCDD) prepared a proposal for a local 
government efficiency grant to be issued by the Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA).  
 
Under this grant, Willmer Engineering Inc. (Willmer) was contracted to perform an efficiency 
assessment for solid waste disposal in Floyd County, the City of Rome, and the City of Cave Spring. 
The purpose of this study was to determine if there was any efficiency or economies of scale in 
building individual landfills for the county (including Cave Spring) and the City of Rome, or in 
building one landfill to serve all entities. The results of this efficiency assessment clearly indicated 
that consolidation of landfill operations would result in significant cost savings due to economies of 
scale. A beneficial upgrade in services would also result, in that current area landfills are unlined 
and do not meet Subtitle D regulations. The consolidated service would meet these regulations for 
liners, leachate collection, and treatment systems. 
 
For Phase II of the grant program, Willmer was contracted to devise and implement a consolidation 
planning process to explore the possibility of combining the solid waste activities of the city and 
county into one solid waste commission. The effort resulted in the City of Rome and Floyd County 
signing an agreement for joint development and operation of integrated solid waste 
management facilities. This agreement was signed on November 22, 1994. The agreement 
established the Joint Rome-Floyd Solid Waste Commission to develop and acquire the necessary 
sites and governmental permits to construct and operate a sanitary landfill to serve the joint needs 
of Floyd County, the City of Rome, and the City of Cave Spring. Additionally, the Joint Solid Waste 
Commission would operate the existing solid waste Recycling Center and an inert landfill at the 
Walker Mountain landfill. The Joint Solid Waste Commission is responsible for routine post-closure 
care activities at the existing disposal units at Berryhill Road and Walker Mountain landfills. Finally, 
the Joint Solid Waste Commission would conduct studies and evaluations as necessary to improve 
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integrated solid waste management, and make recommendations to the joint city and county 
commissions based on site investigations. A map of the remote collection sites, landfills and 
Recycling Center is attached as Appendix VI. 
 
The decision-making body of the Joint Solid Waste Commission is a management committee which 
consists of four voting members: two members of the Floyd Commission selected and appointed by 
the Floyd Commission, and two members of the Rome Commission selected and appointed by the 
Rome Commission. These members serve at the pleasure of their respective appointed 
commissions. The management committee also includes two nonvoting ex officio members: the 
Floyd County Manager and the Rome City Manager. The current commission members are 
presented in Appendix II. 
 
The responsibilities of the joint commission are numerous. A complete copy of the agreement for 
joint development is included in Appendix II. 

4.2 Floyd County 
Floyd County does not supply curbside household MSW pickup services to its unincorporated 
residents. Strategically placed remote collection centers and private MSW haulers provide the 
collection service for this jurisdiction. Any other household MSW must be taken to the Walker 
Mountain landfill for a fee. However, four times per year, Floyd County offers “free dump days”, 
which allows residents to dump any non-hazardous item for free. Tires and electronics are not 
included in the “free dump days” program. 
 
A new yard waste ordinance was adopted in April 2009. Residents pay a fee for collection of tree 
and shrub clippings under 12 feet in length. Pine straw, grass clippings or stumps are not 
considered yard debris and are not subject to this fee based structure under this ordinance. The fee 
schedule states for amounts under 3 cubic yards no fee is charged, however the homeowner will 
incur a fee of $100 for loads from 3 cubic yards to 10 cubic yards, $150 for loads from than 10 cubic 
yards to 22 cubic yards, and $150 for partial loads or full loads in excess of 22 cubic yards. 
Maximum load size is 22 cubic yards. The Floyd County Public Works Department must be notified 
for a pickup to occur, and the homeowner must pay the fees in advance. The contact number for 
this service is 706.236.2495 to complete a work order. 
 
Floyd County operates six remote sites; Berryhill Landfill (landfill is closed, but still operates as a 
collection site), Cave Spring, Hatfield, Midway Park, Potts Road, and Shannon. The hours of 
operation for the six remote collection sites are listed below: 
 
Berryhill, Hatfield, Potts Road and Shannon are open Tuesday through Saturday, 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 
p.m. and Sunday, 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., and closed on Monday. 
 
Cave Spring is open Tuesday and Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Saturday, 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 
p.m., and Sunday, 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., and closed on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 
 
Midway Park is open Monday through Saturday, 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and Sunday, 11:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m. 
 
Remote site information can be located on the Floyd County web page at www.floydcountyga.org, 
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Public Works, Remote Trash and Collection Sites. The locations of these sites are depicted on the 
Solid Waste Management Plan map included as Appendix VI.  
 
Every convenience center is manned by two persons working in shifts for a 40-hour work week on 
average. The Walker Mountain Landfill also serves as a remote site during landfill operation hours 
The landfill is open 6 days a week: 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, and 8:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. on Saturdays.  
 
The county contracts with Allied Waste to haul the multi-compartment collection bins and corrugated 
cardboard to the Recycling Center. The Recycling Center picks up the plastic trailers. The county 
uses its own forces to transport the bins containing large bulky items to the Walker Mountain landfill. 
The county's prison provides between 24 and 32 prison laborers, 4 for the collection of recyclable 
items from the collection sites and 20 to 28 for operations at the Recycling Center. The county 
budgeted $722,280 in fiscal year 2008 for the combined operation of its collection centers and 
landfill. 
 
Each remote collection site has at least one compactor box for corrugated cardboard (except Cave 
Spring), a multi-compartment collection bin for recyclable items such as aluminum and steel, glass 
bottles and mixed paper and either an Allied Waste container or Recycling Center trailer for plastics. 
A survey of these collection sites finds the following: 
 
The Cave Spring Collection Site lies at the end of the pavement on Kings Bridge Road in extreme 
southern Floyd County. The site consists of approximately 1.5 acres surrounded by timberland. The 
site is maintained by an operator on duty. A corrugated bin is emptied by the Recycling Center and 
a multi-compartment box, a household waste compactor and plastic trailer are pulled on an “on-call” 
basis. 
 
The Midway Park Collection Site is located on Midway Park Road, which is off of Wax Road in 
southeast Floyd County. The site is approximately 1.5 acres. Two multi-compartment boxes, one 
compactor for corrugated cardboard and two compactors for household waste are located at the 
site. Allied Waste pulls the multi-compartment boxes and compactor boxes once per week. 
 
The Potts Road Collection Site lies in northeastern Floyd County and occupies an old landfill site. 
The site is located in a remote area with little residential development nearby. At the site are located 
a compactor for corrugated cardboard, two compactors for household waste, a multi-compartment 
bin for recyclable items and a plastic trailer. The operator estimates that an average of 200 to 300 
vehicles use the facility during a weekend day. These containers are pulled on an “on-call” basis. 
 
The Hatfield Collection Site lies in northern Floyd County off Jones Mill Road within 1.5 miles of 
the intersection with McGrady Road and services the Armuchee community. The site is removed 
from residential view with the exception of one mobile home located across the road. There is no 
adequate space for the expansion of recycling efforts. At the site are located one multi-compartment 
bin for recyclable items, one compactor for corrugated cardboard, two compactors for household 
waste and a trailer for plastic. The multi-compartment bin and corrugated compactor are pulled on 
an “on-call” basis. The plastic trailer is pulled weekly. This collection center is the second most 
heavily used site in the county, with an estimated 1,500 to 2,000 vehicles using it on Saturdays. 
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The Shannon Collection Site is located off Burlington Drive in northeast Floyd County, in the 
Shannon Community. Located at the site are two compactor containers for household waste, two 
multi-compartment bins for various recyclable items, and a compactor bin for storage of cardboard. 
It is estimated by the operator that an average of 300 cars per day and 500 cars per weekend day 
use the site. The containers are emptied on the following schedule: household waste twice a week 
and the recycle bins on an “on-call” basis. 
 
The closed Berryhill Road Landfill in western Floyd County also serves as a collection site. 
Located at the site are two 40-cubic yard containers for household waste, two multi compartment 
bins for various recyclable items, a compactor bin for cardboard and a trailer for plastic. 
 
One rear-loading MSW truck collects corrugated, cardboard and office paper from businesses two 
days per week at no cost. The collected cardboard and office paper are taken to the Recycling 
Center. 

4.3  Private 
Private MSW service collectors operate within Floyd County and service both the City of Rome and 
Floyd County businesses and residents. Private MSW collectors currently providing service are 
Allied Waste, AMR Waste System, Basic Environmental, AAA Environmental Waste, Carter’s 
Environmental, EZ Rolloff Solutions, Kirby’s Rolloff LLC, Perez Waste Services, Waste Industries, 
Riverside Garbage Service, Sam Tyler, William Clanton Garbage Service, and Superior Waste 
Management. The typical number of pickups for residential and small business service is twice a 
week with the larger industrial firms having their loads taken as often as six times per week. 
Collection equipment used includes automated MSW trucks, side loading MSW trucks, rear loading 
MSW trucks and pickup trucks for MSW and roll-offs for other waste. 

Table 4.1 
Private Hauler Companies 

 
Private Recycling Companies 

Company Name Address Phone Contact 

Allied Waste 14 Redmond Court NW 
Rome, GA 30165 706-235-8503 Michael Behr 

AMR Waste System 4 East 3rd Street 
Rome, GA 30161 770-607-4267 Eddy Ednas 

Basic Environmental 707 North Wall Street 
Calhoun, GA 706-602-0894 George Hutchinson 

AAA Environmental 
Waste 

10600 Highway 9 
Cedar Bluff, AL 35959 256-422-3007 Danny Nulkey 

Carter’s Environmental 6390 Rockmart Road SE 
Silver Creek, GA 30173 706-234-7252 Andrew Halkins 

EZ Rolloff Solutions 40 Magnolia Farm Road 
Taylorsville, GA 30178 770-606-1313 Unknown 

Kirby’s Rolloff LLC 
1301 Shiloh Road 

Suite 1410 
Kennesaw, GA 30144 

678-594-7486 Judy Reider 
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Perez Waste Services P.O. Box 3015 
Rome, GA 30164 770-684-7488 Denise Perez 

Waste Industries 316 Grady Road 
Rockmart, GA 30153 770-748-8276 Kelli Voiles 

Riverside Garbage 
Service 

710 Wilkerson Road SW 
Rome, GA 30165 706-234-9926 Mary Finley 

Sam Tyler 836 Moran Lake Road NE 
Rome, GA 30161 706-291-6386 Sam Tyler 

William Clanton 
Garbage Service 

24 Holland Drive SW 
Rome, GA 30165 706-233-9081 Bill Clanton 

Superior Waste 
Management 

308 Glen Milner Blvd 
Rome, GA 30161 706-378-3434 Unknown 

 

4.4 City of Rome 
Solid Waste Collections is a component of the Public Works division of the City of Rome. Solid 
Waste Collections is responsible for the collection of most types of residential and commercial MSW 
and yard waste. Office staff answers questions from the public concerning days of collection, hours 
of operation, billing questions, types of MSW or trash collected, allowable amounts collected, 
rescheduling missed or blocked dumpsters, missed residential pickups, and special and holiday 
schedules. Solid Waste Collections had a 2008 budget of $3,905,030, including capital equipment 
costs and lease obligations. The department has 56 authorized employee positions and maintains a 
fleet of 38 trucks as listed in Table 4.1 below: 
 

Table 4.2 
Truck Inventory 

 
Collection 
Program 

Truck Inventory Description Number Type 
Curbside 

MSW 
6 Rear-loading Residential 
5 Shuttle Trucks Residential and Commercial 

Dumpster 
MSW 

2 Front-loading Commercial 

1 Rear-loading Dedicated to commercial – Rome Downtown 
District 

1 Rear-loading Dedicated to Partial Commercial/Partial 
Residential 

Yard Waste 
WD MSW 

(Bulk Items) 

4 Rear-loading 
Residential 6 Clam Shell Loaders (Knuckle 

Boom) w/ Hydraulic Tipper 

Recycling 4 Crew Cab 450’s w/ Goose 
Neck Trailers Residential 

Administration 6 Pickups Route Supervisors (2), Security, Compliance 
Officer, Assistant Director, Director 

Back Up 3 Rear Loading Multiple Applications 
Total 38   
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The inventory list located in Appendix VII includes both the manufacture year and purchase date of 
the equipment currently in use by the Walker Mountain Landfill.  

4.4.1 Hours of Operation 
The Solid Waste Office is open from 7:00 a.m. to 5:15 p.m., Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Friday. Commercial collection routes are run from 5:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

4.4.2 Residential MSW Collection 
Residential MSW is collected once weekly (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday) at curbside using 
six rear-loading MSW trucks. Each truck has a crew consisting of a driver and two laborers. These 
trucks service a total of 6 MSW routes within the city. One of the clam shells is dedicated to running 
MSW on the same schedule as the six rear-loading MSW trucks for objects not suitable for the rear-
loaders. Larger items are transferred to shuttle trucks which are equipped with special trailer 
dumping devices for transport to Walker Mountain Landfill. Trucks are kept in operation for five 
years, used as backup for two additional years and auctioned off in the seventh year. An additional 
three trucks are kept as spare equipment to allow for downtime for the primary equipment. 
 
The residential trucks travel approximately 52,500 miles per year collecting 15,361 tons and 16,452 
cubic yards of MSW. They service approximately 13,500 residential customers. MSW is hand 
loaded into the trucks. Rear loader trucks are also responsible for dead animals and bags of litter 
collected on the roadside. MSW is transported to the Walker Mountain landfill for disposal. 
 
Residential and small business customers pay for MSW collection based on the Pay-As-You-Throw 
Program, first implemented in July 2000. The program, simply stated, is a way for residents to pay 
for the costs of MSW services based on the amount of waste placed out for collection. Fees are 
based on the number of garbage cans each household places at the curbside each week, therefore 
choosing the level of MSW collection services they require.  
 
Residents use their own regular MSW cans for disposal and cans are identified by the City of Rome 
by a permanent sticker. There is no standard MSW can size or shape, because the fee is based on 
can volume. Overflow MSW can be placed in a garbage bag next to the can and a “one-time” use 
sticker is placed on the garbage bag. Four stickers can be purchased for four dollars in the City 
Clerk’s office, Water Billing office, Public Works office or by calling the Solid Waste Collection 
Department at 706.236.4580. Fees are submitted on the same bill as water and sewer fees. 
 
The Pay-As-You-Throw Program fee schedule is listed in Table 4.2 below: 
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Table 4.3 

Pay-As-You-Throw Fee Schedule 
 

Total Can Volume (gallons) Standard Cans *Monthly Fee ($) 
Up to 20 -- 3.30 
21 – 35 1 4.60 
36 – 70 2 8.55 

71 – 105  3 12.55 
Over 106 -- 3.95 per 35 gallons 

* A monthly fee increase of 2.5% is anticipated to be approved by the Joint Solid Waste Commission for 
implementation in 2010. 

4.4.3 Commercial MSW Collection 
Commercial MSW collection is accomplished primarily with two front-loading MSW trucks and two 
drivers. These trucks drive approximately 24,700 miles annually and collect approximately 5,235 
tons of MSW, or approximately 100 tons per week. Dumpster customers have a choice of using 
either 4, 6 or 8 cubic yard containers and choose the day and frequency of collection. Customers 
are charged $2.60 per cubic yard per service and $2.20 per cubic yard per service for each 
additional container at the same location.  
 
One rear loading truck is also dedicated to the City of Rome Downtown Business District and a 
second rear loading truck is used part time for commercial routes and residential service pickups 
with special needs. MSW is currently transported and disposed of at the Walker Mountain landfill. 

4.4.4 Yard Waste Collection 
The City of Rome provides residents a 95-gallon yard container picked up one time per week on the 
same day as the MSW and recycling materials. Six claim shell trucks also known as “knuckle boom” 
trucks are provided on an assigned route basis for loose debris such as tree branches and average 
twice per month excluding leaf season when frequencies are monthly.  

4.4.5 Residential Recycling Collection 
Curbside recycling is provided for all city residents one day per week on the same day as the MSW 
is collected. Four crew cab trucks pulling goose neck trailers with separate compartments are used 
to collect newspapers and magazine, paperboard boxes, glass bottles and jars, #1 and #2 plastic 
bottles and jars, and aluminum and steel cans and corrugated boxes. Recycling bins are made 
available at the Floyd County remote sites and Walker Mountain Landfill for city residents. Crews 
consist of one driver and two inmate laborers. All collected items are taken to the Recycling Center. 
 
In 2010 the residential curbside recycling program is converting to a “single stream” program. In 
such a program, recyclables are no longer separated by type. They are instead collected in bulk 
and sorted by type at the Recycling Center. However, curbside collection will no longer accept 
glass. Glass and other recyclable materials will still be accepted at the remote sites. The decision to 
move to a single stream program was based on efficiency in collection, as well as encouraging 
residents to recycle by making the process easier.  
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4.4.6 Inert Collection 
Inert waste is defined in the Georgia EPD, Solid Waste Management Rule 391-3-4 as wastes that 
will not or are not likely to cause production of leachate of environmental concern, limited to earth 
and earth like products, concrete, cured asphalt, rock, bricks, yard trimmings, stumps, limbs, and 
leaves. 

4.4.7 Construction and Demolition Collection 
The Walker Mountain Landfill accepts Construction and Demolition (C & D) waste. C& D waste is 
defined in Georgia EPD, Solid Waste Management Rule 391-3-4 as waste building materials and 
rubble resulting from construction, remodeling, repair, and demolition operations on pavements, 
houses, commercial buildings and other structures. Such wastes include, but are not limited to, 
asbestos containing waste, wood, bricks, metal, concrete, wall board, paper, cardboard, inert waste 
landfill material, and other nonputrescible wastes which have a low potential for ground water 
contamination. Due to a decrease in C&D waste, all C&D materials have been placed into the 
Subtitle D landfill to limit the cost of operating the C&D landfill cell.  

4.4.8 Tire Collection 
Tires are collected at the Walker Mountain Landfill and are taken to a recycling facility.  

4.4.9 Mulch Collection 
Yard waste is accepted at the Walker Mountain Landfill designated mulching area from private and 
commercial haulers. When the collection area has reached capacity, a grinder is brought to the site 
to grind the material into mulch. This mulch material can be used in the traditional way as mulch or 
can be used as a biofuel. The mulch is provided to residents at no charge with the excess sent to 
Temple Inland Paper Mill for the biofuel program. A second mulching site is located at the public 
works complex, located on Vaughn Road, for city and county government use only. Residents can 
also obtain mulch at this location for no charge, unless they request loadout by city workers at a 
charge of $7.00 per pickup, $30.00 per single axle truck and $50.00 per double axle truck. 
 
A listing of the Walker Mountain Landfill Proposed 2009 Tipping Fees is provided in Appendix VI.  

4.5 City of Cave Spring 
The City of Cave Spring utilizes one truck and one full-time and one part-time city employee to 
collect the MSW from city residents. This waste is taken to the Walker Mountain landfill for disposal. 
The City Council oversees the MSW collection function. Curbside collection service is provided 
once a week for residents and three times weekly for commercial customers. The city disposes 
approximately 32 tons per month into the Walker Mountain landfill. The current fees to residents are 
$9.00 per month for residential and $15.35 – $50.00 based on volume for commercial accounts. 
The City of Cave Spring’s fee schedule is attached as Appendix VI. 
 
Yard waste in the City of Cave Spring is picked up from the residence. A work order must be 
submitted to City Hall in order to request the pickup of yard trimmings, which are placed at the curb. 
 
Recycling is collected at either the Walker Mountain landfill or at the Cave Spring Remote pickup 
site. 
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4.6 Illegal Dumping 
Laws against illegal dumping are enforced by the Environmental Code Enforcement Unit of the 
Floyd County Police Department and residents are encouraged to report illegal dumping using the 
crime tip line. In 2008 the police responded to 805 cases of illegal dumping in the county.  

4.7 Disaster Debris Management Plan 
Disaster debris collection is incorporated in the Floyd County Emergency Management Agency 
Debris Management Plan dated June 2008. Included in the plan are a set of priorities for the 
collection of debris to expedite emergency access and recovery efficiency. The plan also provides 
for the collection of hazardous waste and white goods (i.e. large appliances) as well as the 
monitoring of bulk debris disposal for collection accuracy. The plan is included on a CD in 
Appendix IV and may be viewed online at www.floydcountyga.org/EMA/plans.html. 

4.8 Existing Multi-Jurisdictional Agreements 
The Recycling Center has been operational since 1992. This Recycling Center is owned by the 
Joint Solid Waste Commission and managed by Floyd County. The City of Rome and Floyd County, 
in a 50 percent split, provide capital for a revenue short fall or receive excess revenue based on a 
yearend accounting of the facilities operations. 

4.9 Contingency Strategy 

4.9.1 Floyd County 
The nature of the county collection service reduces the need for a direct collection contingency 
strategy. As the remote sites rely on residents to deliver their own waste, the sites could remain in 
operation with minimal staffing. In the event that a hauler could not operate to remove bulk waste 
trailers from the remote collection sites, a change to the hauling company would be facilitated by a 
change in contract controlled by the Joint Solid Waste Commission. 

4.9.2 City of Rome 
In the event of the City of Rome experiencing a problem necessitating an alteration in the means 
and process of MSW collection, several strategies would be utilized to maintain essential MSW 
collection. Depending on the circumstances, collection could be reduced to only MSW, reducing 
recycling pickup for only the period necessary. At minimum staffing, collection within the city 
requires only twelve employees. The city also possesses three rear loading backup trucks that 
could be used, if necessary and has the availability to call on assistance from the Street 
Department and Electrical Department for use of their  tandem truck fleet, as needed. 
 
If an alteration to the normal collection is made, the residents affected would be notified immediately 
through use of the county website, as well as within a twenty-four hour period through use of the 
local newspaper, the Rome News Tribune through a press release. 

4.9.3 City of Cave Spring 
If the City of Cave Spring experiences a problem in the means and methods for MSW collection, the 
City Clerk for Cave Spring will immediately contact the City of Rome Solid Waste Collections 
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Director for assistance in providing equipment, i.e. rear loading trucks for the MSW collection.  
However, the manpower for operating the rear loading trucks will be provided by City Cave Spring 
personnel. 

4.10 Goals and Needs 
 

Goal 
 Economically increase MSW diversion rate (divert material that would have been 

transported to the landfill for disposal to the Recycling Center), to achieve the per capita 
MSW reduction goal without sacrificing services to the residents 

Needs 
 Continue to review and evaluate the waste reduction programs currently in place and 

provide other per capita MSW reduction alternatives 
 Review and modify the tire collection program 
 Evaluate the relocation of Vaughn Road Mulching Center 
 Implement a garbage and recycling cart system for semi-automated collection 
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5.0 Disposal Element 
Currently, the Walker Mountain Municipal Solid Waste Landfill (Phases IV to VII) is the only landfill 
operating under permit from the Georgia Department of Natural Resources within Floyd County. 
Phase III of the original landfill, encompassing 13 acres, was capped and closed in early 1997. 
Currently all waste is being disposed at the Walker Mountain landfill in Phases IV through VII.  
Other services are also provided at the Walker Mountain landfill including acceptance and disposal 
of inert material and C & D material, a mulching center and a tire drop off.  
 
All municipal solid waste management is now consolidated under the Joint Solid Waste 
Commission. The Walker Mountain landfill permitted areas are jointly owned by the City of Rome 
and Floyd County. The remaining buffer acreage is owned by the City of Rome. No other permitted 
private sanitary landfills operate within the county. The City of Cave Spring does not operate a 
landfill, and currently disposes their waste at the Walker Mountain landfill. A description of the 
Walker Mountain landfill is provided below: 

5.1 Walker Mountain Sanitary Landfill 
The original Walker Mountain landfill facility was placed into operation by the City of Rome in 
February 1984. Of the 340 acres of contiguous property owned at that time, approximately 299 
acres were dedicated to the landfill by the design and operation plan approved by the Georgia 
Department of Natural Resources, Environmental Protection Division (EPD). Since that time, the 
city acquired an additional 650 acres of contiguous property. The original landfill (Phases I to III) 
was capped and closed in early 1997. This closure was approved by EPD on January 8, 1999. A 
Closure Certificate for Phases 1, 2 and 3 is attached in Appendix VII.  
 
In 1994, an inert landfill was established at the Walker Mountain property This landfill encompasses 
approximately 8 acres of the property and is contiguous to Phases I through III. The inert landfill 
continues to operate, and accepts waste as defined in the Georgia EPD, Solid Waste Management 
Rule 391-3-4 as wastes that will not or are not likely to cause production of leachate of 
environmental concern and limited to earth and earth like products, concrete, cured asphalt, rock, 
bricks, yard trimmings, stumps, limbs, and leaves. 
 
To meet the solid waste disposal needs of the city, the City of Rome began planning for the 
expansion of the Walker Mountain landfill in 1994. The EPD approved design and operation plans 
for phases IV through IX and the construction of Phase IV, an 11.3-acre cell which meets all Subtitle 
D requirements, began in January of 1996. Phase IV was completed in April 1997. In July of 1998, 
the Berryhill Road landfill vertical expansion permit expired and all city and county wastes were 
diverted to the new cell at Walker Mountain Road landfill. 

The C&D landfill was opened at the Walker Mountain property on April 26, 2001, diverting waste 
from the Subtitle D landfill cell. However, currently as stated above C & D materials are being 
placed in the Subtitle D landfill cell to maximize operational costs. 
 
Phase IV through VII have been constructed, with Phase VII opening in 2007. The projected life of 
the cells IV through IX is 23.46 years of capacity with the estimated date of full capacity being 
December 21, 2031. The 2008 Remaining MSW Capacity Report is attached in Appendix III.  
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The new Phases of the Subtitle D landfill cells at Walker Mountain are state of the art for MSW 
landfills. The liners consist of a 60 mil HDPE geocomposite overlying 2 feet of compacted clay, 
exhibiting a permeability of less than 10-7 centimeters per second. The liner system is overlain by a 
leachate collection system which consists of a geocomposite (geomembrane and geonet) covered 
by 2 feet of sand. PVC leachate collection pipe is incorporated into leachate collection trenches to 
collect any leachate which may be generated in the cell. The leachate is routed to a sewer line 
external to the cell, which transports leachate to the city wastewater treatment plant, via a lift 
station. 
 
Access to the landfill is provided from Walker Mountain Road, approximately 1 mile west of U.S. 
Highway 411, south of Rome. The landfill is open 6 days a week: 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, and 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Saturdays. An asset verification list for the Walker 
Mountain Landfill is attached in Appendix VIII.  

5.1.1 Operations at the Walker Mountain Landfill 
Operation of the Walker Mountain landfill is under the direction of the Landfill Director. Eleven 
people are employed at the landfill. Waste received and accepted at the landfill ranges between 225 
and 300 tons per day. MSW are accepted on a county-wide basis. The 2009 disposal rate for MSW 
is $35.55 per ton, construction and demolition debris at $25.75 per ton, inert waste at $19.65 per 
ton and tires at $111.85 per ton. A listing of the 2009 landfill fees is attached in Appendix VI. 
 
Billed revenues generated by the landfill operation were approximately $2,562,196 in 2008. The 
total cost of disposal in 2008 was $2,129,162 (with depreciation expense), which is equivalent to a 
rate of $24.94 per ton or $1,628,969 (without depreciation) equivalent to $19.08 per ton.  
 
The facility accepts waste from any resident and/or business of Floyd County, the City of Rome, and 
the City of Cave Spring, and waste from the five other collection sites in the county. Leachate has 
not been identified as a problem at the Walker Mountain landfill site. A ground water and methane 
gas monitoring program has been in place since 1992. The monitoring incorporates sampling and 
testing of surface water and ground water on a semi-annual basis and methane gas on a quarterly 
basis.  
 
The borrow area used to obtain soils for daily cover is located southwest and adjacent to the landfill. 
There is a projected short fall of cover material throughout the life of Phase IX. There are current 
negotiations to obtain excess material from the construction of the Southeast by-pass project that 
would produce and estimated 500,000 CY of cover material. This project adjoins City of Rome 
property contiguous to the Walker Mountain Landfill.  

5.2 Dedicated Waste Handling Facilities (Biomedical Waste, etc.) 

5.2.1 Biomedical Wastes 
Biomedical wastes are defined by state regulations as "pathological waste, biological waste cultures 
and stocks of infectious agents and associated biologicals, contaminated animal carcasses (body 
parts, their bedding, and other wastes from such animals), sharps, chemotherapy waste, discarded 
medical equipment and parts, not including expendable supplies and materials which have not been 
decontaminated, as further defined in the Georgia EPD Solid Waste Management Rule 391-3-4.15. 
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These wastes are handled locally by incineration, which takes place at two medical facilities within 
Floyd County: Floyd Medical Center and Northwest Georgia Regional Hospital. None of the 
incineration facilities produces enough waste to require an operating permit from the Georgia 
Department of Natural Resources. The resulting ash is not categorized as hazardous waste and is 
deposited in the two area landfills. 

5.2.2 Other Wastes 
 
The City of Rome and Floyd County collect spent oil from their vehicle and equipment maintenance 
operations for recycling. Spent oil is currently collected by Floyd County during Household 
Hazardous Waste (HHW) events.  Currently, HHW events are held four times per year at the 
Recycle Center. In addition to oil, all liquids including pesticides, herbicides, and paints are 
collected. 

5.3 Assurance of 10-Year Capacity  
Based on the projected annual MSW disposal amounts, presented in Table 2.5 of Section 2, an 
average of 257 tons per day, equivalent to 78,385 tons per 305 operations days per year  will be 
disposed of by the residents and businesses of Floyd County, City of Rome and City of Cave Spring 
and transported for disposal at the Walker Mountain landfill over the next ten years. This amount is 
well below the estimated annual solid waste disposal amount of 351 tons per day, equivalent to 
107,055 tons per year as presented in the Remaining MSW Capacity Report, dated September 23, 
2008 and certified by W. Kirk Milam, PE. Using the higher estimated solid waste annual volume as 
presented in the Remaining MSW Capacity Report, the remaining site life of the Walker Mountain 
landfill is 23.46 years or through December 21, 2031, assuming that only waste from Floyd County 
residents and businesses will be received at the Walker Mountain landfill. Thus, the Walker 
Mountain landfill has more than enough capacity to receive waste from Floyd County, the City of 
Rome, and the City of Cave Spring during the time period of this SWMP. 
 
A letter from the Walker Mountain landfill stating that the landfill has the capacity to receive MSW 
waste from the residents and businesses of Floyd County and the Remaining MSW Capacity 
Report, dated September 23, 2008, and certified by W. Kirk Milam, PE is provided in Appendix III. 
 
The Joint Solid Waste Commission will continue to provide oversight for the collection of MSW 
during the period represented in this SWMP. 

5.4 Contingency Strategy 
There are two neighboring landfills in close proximity where an alternative means of disposal 
could occur. The Gordon County Landfill is approximately 25 miles North of Rome and is 
managed by Santech Industries. The other is located to the South in Polk County approximately 
22 miles from Rome. This landfill is owned by Polk County and managed by Waste Industries. 
Both landfills have many years of capacity and could accommodate waste from Floyd County as 
an alternative means of disposal.  
 
The locality of these two landfills allows for a nearly immediate transfer of MSW disposal in the 
event of a problem with the Walker Mountain landfill. Approval has already been given for the 
redirection of waste, if necessary. In the event of such a transfer, the residents affected would 
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be notified immediately through use of the county website, as well as within a twenty-four hour 
period through use of the local newspaper, the Rome News tribune through a press release. 

5.5 Disaster Debris Management – Disposal Strategy 
The nature of disasters requires unique debris disposal needs due to the composition and volume 
of the waste. The Floyd County Emergency Management Agency,  Debris Management Plan 
provides an overview of the possibilities for debris disposal during disaster recovery. The plan 
focuses on volume reduction and hazard removal. 
 
Appendix IV includes notification, dated October 20, 2008, from the Georgia Emergency 
Management Association of the approval of the Floyd County, Debris Management Plan.  

5.6 Goals and Needs 

Goal 
 Maintain the capacity of Walker Mountain Landfill to serve as the primary disposal point for 

all MSW disposed of by the residents of Floyd County  
Needs 

Capacity expansion: 
 Design of Phases VIII and IX have been completed and approved by EPD and 

an additional 600 acres remains available as contingency acreage within the property 
boundaries of the landfill 

 Conduct Annual Capacity Survey 
Existing operations: 

 Upgrade existing leachate pumping/lift station 
 Entrance improvements at Walker Mountain Landfill 

Fee Schedule: 
 Review Allied Waste 2010 Fee Schedule 

Future Operations: 
 Methane capture design for Phases IV, V, and VI and Energy Market Evaluation 
 Evaluate a methane to energy program at closed Berryhill Landfill 
 Green House Gas Emissions Evaluation and Report by 2011 

Landfill Phase closures: 
 Intermediate closure of Phases IV through VII 

Post closure: 
 Post-closure care, Berryhill Landfill 
 Post-closure care, Walker Mountain Landfill (Phases I, II and III) 
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6.0 Land Limitation Element 

6.1 Local Procedures For Siting Solid Waste Facilities 
Floyd County’s local procedures for locating, or siting, a landfill are based mostly on the zoning 
restrictions for the land in the County.  Zoning is controlled by the Rome-Floyd County Planning 
Commission, which includes five appointed members from each of the Rome City Commission and 
the Floyd County Commission. Landfills can only be sited in areas zoned as “Heavy Industrial”, and 
must be additionally authorized under a Special Use Permit. This results in the exclusion of most 
areas surrounding population centers of Floyd County, including the cities of both Rome and Cave 
Spring.  The majority of the county is zoned as “Agricultural Residential” or Suburban Residential, 
which would necessitate a change in the zoning of some otherwise suitable areas.  A map of the 
future planned land use can be found in Appendix IX.  
 
Siting requirements for a landfill are discussed in the Floyd County and City of Rome Unified Land 
Development Code (ULDC) under Section 4.1.21, Solid Waste Disposal Sites.  In accordance with 
this section of the Code, the application to the Rome-Floyd County Planning Commission for a 
Special Use Permit must include written assurance that the landfill operations will have no harmful 
impacts on the environment (air, water and natural landscape), adjoining residential and business 
properties, or to livestock.  Site and operation plans, including descriptions of transportation routes 
used by vehicles to access the site must also be submitted for review.  The Special Use Permit is a 
class of zoning change that triggers public notification requirements that include posting of the 
property and a published notice of the application in advance of a public hearing conducted by the 
local governing authority, City Commission or Council, or County Commission.   
 
Approval of the Special Use Permit, or zoning change, does not constitute final approval of the site 
for solid waste disposal operations.  Before any site disturbance is allowed a Land Development 
permit must be issued in accordance with Section 2.3 Land Development Project Approval of the 
ULDC.  That permitting process is further detailed in subsequent sections of the Code.  For landfill 
or other solid waste handling developments, approval by the Georgia EPD must also be 
demonstrated as specified under Section 2.5.3.d(8) Process for Approval of Development Permit. 

6.2 Limitations 
Siting of any landfill in Georgia is subject to a number of limitations designated by the Georgia EPD. 
 A summary of the restrictions affecting the placement of a new landfill in Floyd County is provided. 
A map designating unsuitable areas for the siting of a new landfill in Floyd County is provided in 
Appendix IX. 

6.2.1 Natural Environmental Limitations 
Stated in Criteria for Siting. Amended. (391-3-4-.05) are criteria designating the environmental 
location restrictions on a new landfill. They include, but are not limited to: 
 

 Floodplain siting: A landfill may not restrict the flow of a 100 year flood or be at risk 
of a “washout” during the 100 year flood scenario. (Washout defined as the carrying 
away of solid waste by high water) 
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 Landfill may not be placed in a wetlands area. 
 Landfills may not be placed within 200 feet of a fault line, in seismically affected 

areas, or on ground which is geologically determined to be unstable. 
 

Further, all sites shall be subject to a hydrological assessment including evaluation of the distance 
to drinking water, depth to aquifer, topographic and geologic setting, hydraulic conductivity, sorption 
and attenuation capacity, and distance to surface water. 

6.2.2 Other Land Use Restrictions  
Proximity to airports is restricted by Criteria for Siting, Amended (391-3-4-.05). Floyd County hosts 
Richard B. Russel Regional Airport. The airport hosts jet aircraft, which, according to the criteria, 
prohibit the landfill boundary from lying within 10,000 feet of the airport. Also, it must be proven that 
the landfill will not serve as a bird hazard to aircraft during takeoff or landing. 
 
With regard to personal residences, Landfill Design and Operations, Amended (391-3-4-.07) states 
that the boundary of a landfill fill area may not be within 100 feet of any residence or within 500 feet 
of an underground water supply without expressed permission from the owner of the residence. 

6.3 Plan Consistency 
Requirements consistent with this SWMP are required prior to the Georgia EPD issuing a permit for 
a new solid waste handling or disposal facility, facility expansion, or other types of facilities 
(bi-reactors, medical waste incinerators, etc.) and receiving approval by the Joint Solid Waste 
Commission.   
 
It is the responsibility of the property owner(s) and/or operator(s) to submit a written document also 
known as a Statement of Consistency to the Joint Solid Waste Commission 60 days prior to filing 
with the Georgia EPD for a solid waste handling permit.  The Statement of Consistency will include 
the following: 
 

1. How the proposed facility or facility expansion will meet the specific goals and/or needs 
identified in the current SWMP, including a detailed description of the following: 

a. The impact a proposed solid waste facility would have on collection, disposal, 
and recycling for Floyd County, City of Rome and City of Cave Spring, Georgia. 

b. The impact the proposed solid waste facility would have on the current SWMP 
waste reduction projections and per capita MSW disposal rate. 

2. How the operations of the proposed facility or facility expansion will impact the 
community in the following areas as listed below: 

a. Vehicle traffic and public safety around the proposed facility and throughout 
Floyd County, City of Rome and City of Cave Spring. 

b. Impact on natural or cultural resources within Floyd County, City of Rome and 
City of Cave Spring not covered under current regulations and/or siting 
requirements. 

c. Impact to the financial viability of the Walker Mountain Landfill and future 
expansion plans for the landfill. 

d. Impact to individual and business landfill fees. 
e. Impact to private hauling operations transporting MSW and recyclable materials 

to the Walker Mountain landfill and Rome-Floyd Recycling Center, respectively. 
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3. Documentation indicating the proposed facility location will meet the designation zoning 

requirements as “Heavy Industrial”, and will meet the criteria for authorization under a 
Special Use Permit. 

4. Documentation by the owner(s) that provide financial assurance to address any current 
or future potential environmental related issues for land, water, air quality and noise. 

5. Documentation by the owner(s) indicating the property boundaries include the 
necessary land buffer acreage consistent with state permitting requirements and local 
zoning ordinances. 

6. Documentation by the owner(s) that the public notification requirements have been met 
which include posting of the property and a published notice of the application in 
advance of a public hearing conducted by the local governing authority, City 
Commission or Council, or County Commission.   

 
The Joint Solid Waste Commission will hold at least one public hearing on the siting of the 
proposed facility to gather input from Floyd County, City of Rome and City of Cave Spring residents. 
 The Joint Solid Waste Commission will be responsible for addressing deficiencies in the owner(s) 
Statement of Consistency, review and approval of any revisions, review of comments received at 
the public hearing, and determining that the owner(s) Statement of Consistency for the proposed 
facility is consistent with the current SWMP. 
 
If the proposed facility is consistent with the current SWMP, the Joint Solid Waste Commission will 
issue a letter of consistency.   

6.4 Goals and Needs 
The following goals and needs have been identified for this Land Limitation element. 
 

Goal
 The siting and/or permitting of new or expanded solid waste handling facilities are 

consistent with the requirements of the Georgia EPD, Joint Solid Waste Commission, 
local land use limitations and the SWMP. 

 
Needs

 Develop a compliance check list documenting that a proposed solid waste facility or 
facility expansion comply with Georgia EPD, Joint Solid Waste Commission and local 
siting requirements and follow the procedures referenced in the SWMP. 
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7.0 Education and Public Involvement Element 

7.1 Local Government Programs 
The Recycling Center is a joint City/County agency that is managed on a day-to-day basis by Floyd 
County Public Works. The City of Rome and Floyd County use the Recycling Center as a place to 
bring recycling materials collected at curbside in the city and at the remote collection sites in Floyd 
County and for the City of Cave Spring. The Joint Solid Waste Commission approves the budget 
and major operational decisions at the Recycling Center. Educating the public about the importance 
and relevance of recycling is one of the primary functions of the Recycling Center and is one of the 
strongest messages promoted by Keep Rome Floyd Beautiful.  
 
Both city and county governments promote recycling within related agencies such as the Street 
Departments and Solid Waste Departments. Additionally, the Recycling Center maintains a website 
and has a highly recognizable mascot, ReRe, who regularly makes appearances at the local 
schools in every grade level. The center operates as a buy-back drop-off center accepting 
aluminum, glass, #1 and #2 plastic, steel, newspapers, magazines, corrugated, paperboard and 
other items.  
 
Additionally, the Recycling Center offers free pick-up of corrugated boxes and office paper from 
local commercial businesses. Businesses can participate in the program at no charge, however, 
their responsibility is to gather the materials on a weekly basis and place those materials outside of 
the business for collection by the Recycling Center staff. The City of Rome’s Curbside Program 
provides for weekly collections of aluminum, glass, #1 and #2 plastic, steel, newspapers, 
magazines, corrugated and paperboard. Floyd County operates six Remote Convenience Centers 
or remote locations identified as Hatfield, Potts, Shannon, Berryhill,Road Cave Spring and Midway 
Park. All remote sites are equipped with trash compacting units and recycling bins for aluminum, 
glass, #1 and #2 plastic, steel, newspapers, magazines, corrugated and paperboard. Examples of 
the City of Rom Residential Solid Waste Collection and Recycling Brochure in Spanish and English 
and the Rome-Floyd Recycling Center Brochure in English are provided in Appendix X. 
 
In 2007, the governments of Rome and Floyd County adopted the 2003 International Property 
Maintenance Code (IPMC). The Building Inspection Department is a joint city-county agency with 
four code enforcement officers. This program helps with prevention of dilapidated structures 
throughout the county. 
 
The City of Rome is officially designated as a "Certified Tree City" by the National Arbor Day 
Foundation. 2007 saw the appointment of the City of Rome’s first-ever Municipal Arborist. Currently, 
the City of Rome employs five employees who are ISA certified arborists.  
 
Through the City’s Tree Board Committee and Keep Rome Floyd Beautiful, the City has established 
a Memorial and Gift Tree Program in conjunction with Rome Floyd County Parks & Recreation 
Authority’s 501(c) (3) “Citizens for Better Parks”. This allows individuals to make tax deductible gifts 
toward the purchase and planting of trees of trees for community parks and other City properties.  
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Establishment of City of Rome Nursery 
 
Established in 2005, the City of Rome’s nursery is a welcome addition to the Waste Water 
Treatment facility which is currently undergoing a $36 million dollar improvement. The nursery helps 
dilate and clean affluent from the facility before filtering into the river and promotes water recycling. 
Currently, over 400 trees made up of 8 different species are growing in this facility.  
 
Tree Inventory 
 
Over ten years ago, the City inventoried the street trees within the City’s rights-of-way and posted 
that information on its GIS website. This inventory is used for maintenance and planning purposes. 
In 2007, the City’s Municipal Arborist and tree crews spent a minimum of $139,368.37 on the 
maintenance, planting and removal of trees on City property. With a population of 36,000, this 
means that our per capita expenditure for tree related expenses is approximately $3.87 per person. 
 
The Municipal Arborist, along with the Street Department and the Electrical Department, prepares a 
work plan on an annual basis and uses the above-referenced funds to implement this plan. In 2006, 
a new bucket truck was purchased which has greatly aided the various City departments in the 
removal of hazardous trees and the necessary pruning of rights-of-way and median trees. 

7.1.1 Clean Community Commission and KRFB 
The Rome-Floyd County Clean Community Commission was created in 1976.  However, in 1998 
the Commission was renamed Keep Rome Floyd Beautiful (KRFB).  KRFB consists of 
approximately 40 members who donate at least one hour of volunteer time to KRFB each month.  
The program is administered by one salaried, full-time City of Rome staff member who serves as its 
director.  This program is certified as a Clean and Beautiful organization and has received state and 
national recognition for its efforts. KRFB is involved in promoting voluntary recycling and as a result 
of its efforts in this endeavor, the paper recycling program has tripled its volume and glass and 
aluminum collections have shown substantial increases since inception.  
 
KRFB has historically sponsored exhibits at various local activities such as the Coosa Valley Fair 
and Heritage Holidays.  KRFB continues to be the local sponsor in a statewide effort “Bring One for 
the Chipper” to mulch spent Christmas trees and reduce the amounts of waste disposed of at the 
landfill from the holiday season. Participants are given a free tree seedling for their efforts.  
 
KRFB is a City of Rome agency; however, its programs are available to all of Floyd County.  KRFB 
receives an annual appropriation from the city's general fund and in 2008 the operated budget 
totaled $79,018.  

7.1.2 School System Programs 
The Commission and the Recycling Center have a long standing tradition of involvement with the 
local school systems promoting the conservation of resources and recycling. In 2008 the Recycling 
Center visited 28 different classrooms averaging about 30 students. Most of those presentations 
featured “ReRe,” the recycling Mascot. Another 15 different classes came to the Recycling Center 
to tour the facility and spend some time in the onsite classroom learning about the importance of 
recycling. 
 



Solid Waste Management Plan – October 2008 - 2018 
Floyd County, City of Rome, City of Cave Spring 

Willmer Project No. 174-3391 
Page 43 

 
Through a grant from the Georgia Environmental Facilities Authority – 29 alumacore signs with a full 
color “ReRe” on them was placed at every school in the City of Rome and Floyd County so that 
both students and parents were reminded about recycling every day. 

7.1.3 Litter Control Programs  
Multiple groups participate locally in the Georgia Department of Transportation’s "Adopt-A-Highway" 
program for roadside trash removal. Municipal and Superior Court judges regularly sentence 
offenders to community service activities such as litter pickup along public roadways.  
 
Also related to waste control are ordinances against illegal dumping, as enforced by the Floyd 
County Police Department. The ordinance is mentioned on the Floyd County website.  

7.2 Other Programs, Including Civic, Environmental, and Church Groups 
KRFB works to provide educational opportunities to the public about waste reduction, recycling, 
water conservation, and the proper disposal of solid waste. The mission statement of KRFB is “To 
achieve a cleaner and more beautiful community through the education and involvement of its 
citizens”. KRFB meets on the third Tuesday of the month. Agenda notices are emailed and U.S. 
Postal Service delivered to commission members prior to the meeting. Many meetings are held off-
site or in conjunction with a river cleanup, neighborhood cleanup, City of Rome Tree Board meeting, 
or some other environmental event.  
 
Many KRFB programs are required in order for the program to maintain its affiliate status with Keep 
America Beautiful; specifically including participation in the Great American Cleanup, an annual, 
nationwide, community improvement campaign that runs from March to May, and the annual Litter 
Index Survey.  A visual appraisal of litter along the county roadways is also conducted each July. 
 
Annual participation in Keep Georgia Beautiful (KGB) programs includes long-standing programs, 
such as the Tarp Program and annual participation in Renew Our Rivers with its partner, the 
Georgia Power Company. 
 
KRFB’s Tarp Program provides for the free distribution of tarps by enforcement officers and 
government officials to the driving population of Rome and Floyd County.  This program was 
conceived by Mr. Ralph White, a volunteer member of KRFB and longtime worker in the 
construction industry.  Ralph wanted to help spread the word to builders and subcontractors about 
the importance of using a tarp to cover loads being hauled in the back of pickup trucks and in 
government and commercial vehicles. 
 
In the spring, KRFB, along with Plant Hammond’s Georgia Power Company, co-sponsor “Renew 
Our Rivers” at Brushy Branch. In two days (May 15-16), with an average of 83 volunteers each day, 
Renew Our Rivers volunteers collected 10,760 lbs of debris, including one motorcycle, one boat, 23 
tires, and recycled 13 lbs of aluminum and 4 lbs of plastic.  
 
A KGB Second Place Certificate for Waste Reduction to City of Rome Street and Solid Waste 
Collection, October 2005 is provided in Appendix X. 
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In addition to Bring One for the Chipper program, over the years, there has been an increase in 
fisherman and lake property owners who want to take the trees for use as fish habitats. KRFB 
established a system to evenly distribute the trees by posting signs indicating that trees will be 
distributed at noon on the day of the collection event. There is a sign-in sheet and at noon, the 
number of trees are divided by the number of people present. The trees left at curbside are 
collected by the Solid Waste Department and converted into mulch. 
 
Approximately 70 volunteers took place in the Rivers Alive! cleanup held on October 18, 2008. The 
Rome News-Tribune reported that volunteers filled two large rollout dumpsters at Heritage Park with 
more than 10,000 pounds of MSW. Thirteen tires were pulled from the river banks as well. 
Volunteers were treated to a hot dog lunch after the cleanup. Data collection sheets were used at 
this event to provide detailed information on what types of trash were collected. 
 
On February 7, 2008, KRFB was notified that its Grant Application for the 2007 Away From Home 
Special Event Recycling Program was approved by the Georgia Department of Community Affairs’ 
Office of Environmental Management. The City of Rome took possession of its recycling trailer and 
100 Clearstream recycling frames on April 16, 2008. The trailer and recycling frames have been 
used in over 20 events since April. This trailer has significantly helped with the collection of 
recyclables at large outdoor events and KRFB hopes the highly visible presence of this trailer will 
help to instill and promote a recycling ethic in our community. 
 
Additionally, the City of Rome qualified for participation in the Georgia Department of Community 
Affairs’ Clean Community Challenge because Keep Rome Floyd Beautiful completed the Eligibility 
Requirements for the Challenge Grant. Director Mary Hardin Thornton attended the Clean 
Community Challenge Workshop in Macon on July 9, 2008. On July 15, 2008, KRFB completed its 
annual Litter Index Survey and distributed the results via Memo to the Rome City Commissioners 
and the Rome/Floyd County Joint Oversight Committee documenting the Index Survey results. The 
score was 1.8714286, which rounds up to Category 2 “Slightly Littered”.  
 
To prepare for the Litter Attitude Survey, Director Thornton downloaded the long-version of the 
survey as printed in the Responsive Management Guide “Measuring Perceptions and Attitudes 
Toward Litter in Georgia’s Local Communities” and broke it down into 4 categories – Education, 
Eradication, Enforcement, and Demographics. On July 10, 2008, Director Thornton distributed the 
lengthy survey via email to the KRFB Commission Member email list (over 80 email addresses) and 
received fifteen (15) hard-copies from the general membership. DCA representative Leamon Scott 
met with Director Thornton on July 22 to whittle the survey into shape. Considering the resources 
available, it was agreed that an on-line survey would work best for the Rome/Floyd County 
community. An account was set-up with Survey Monkey and a 20-question survey was developed. 
Commitments were solicited from the local radio stations and on-line newswires to post a link to the 
survey for the month of August 2008. KRFB had participation from the following 10 agencies: 
www.romenews-tribune.com; www.hometownheadlines.com; www.romelibrary.org; 
www.romega.us; www.floydcountyga.org; www.romenewswire.com; 
www.romefloydrecycles.org; www.q102rome.com; www.south107.com; and 
www.wrgarome.com  
 
Paper copies of the survey in English and Spanish were available inside City Hall at the KRFB 
Office and the City Clerk’s Office and paper copies of the Spanish survey were distributed to the 
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Boys & Girls Club, the Parks & Recreation Department, and St. Mary’s Catholic Church. KRFB 
spoke extensively with the directors of the facilities and with Church staff about the goals of the 
survey. 100 copies were distributed. Only 10 copies were completed and returned. KRFB received 
522 responses to the online survey. 
 
There are several ongoing programs sponsored by KRFB, such as the three-year old Tarp Program 
which provides for the free distribution of tarps by enforcement officers and government officials to 
the driving population of Rome and Floyd County. This program was conceived by a volunteer 
member of KRFB and longtime worker in the construction industry. While the local construction 
industry was initially targeted, the program soon expanded its focus to include any vehicle operator 
in violation of O.C.G.A. §40-6-254. By covering truckloads properly, the physical community can be 
spared the ugliness caused by roadside litter. By halting offending vehicles, the community of 
enforcement officials and landfill operators becomes increasingly familiar with state and local litter 
ordinances and are more comfortable enforcing those statutes. And finally, the driving community 
became more aware of its responsibility to secure truckloads or clean out truck beds before driving. 
KRFB, City of Rome Police Department and the Floyd County Environmental Enforcement 
Department hosted a “Lucky Day at the Landfill” tarp giveaway at the Walker Mountain Landfill on 
March 17 (St. Patrick’s Day). All vehicles entering the landfill were given information about the 2006 
Comprehensive Litter Prevention and Abatement Act, information about KRFB’s tarp program, and 
a free tarp if requested. KFRB volunteers distributed approximately 200 tarps along with educational 
materials at the Chiaha Harvest Fair during the weekend of October 25-26. 
 
For several years, beginning in 2005, KRFB, along with the Camellia Garden Club and the 
Federated Garden Clubs of Rome, Inc., worked to develop a puppet show presentation titled Be A 
Litter Quitter! which targets all third grade students in Rome and Floyd County schools, both public 
and private (21 schools). The objective of the puppet show focuses on the need for litter reduction. 
Four puppet children sing songs and confront issues surrounding litter during the show. The show 
was further enhanced after KRFB members attended the Governor’s Litter Summit in August 2006 
and met the yet-unnamed Brown Thrasher. After consulting Cookerly Public Relations and Tom 
Sapp, creator of the mascot, Camellia Garden Club was given permission to include a puppet 
likeness of the Brown Thrasher in the puppet show. “Buster”, as he is now known, serves as the 
narrating mascot for the anti-litter puppet show and is the recognizable link between local efforts 
and state sponsors and partners.  
 
Director Thornton is a co-producer for a local access television show called Be Green. Be Green is 
a collaborative effort between the Rome Floyd County Public Library and KRFB which televises 
easily implemented ideas about local ways viewers can personally and positively influence larger 
environmental issues – ways to simply Be Green. The program regularly airs on WHZ-247 / 
Comcast Channel 4 and downloads of the 20+ shows are available at www.romelibrary.org and 
on YouTube. Be Green won 2nd place at the Keep Georgia Beautiful awards ceremony this year in 
the Community Improvement division. 
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The City of Rome is committed to preserving its landmark neighborhoods and works with KRFB to 
sponsor a program called Neighborhood Focus. Neighborhood Focus is a grass-roots, educational 
program designed to work with residents to provide a better understanding of the many services 
provided by the City. KRFB also hopes this program will build a sense of community and pride 
among the people living within the designated neighborhood. The City of Rome’s Solid Waste 
Department is the biggest partner in this event and services the designated neighborhoods before, 
during, and after the event to promote cleanliness. Two Neighborhood Focus events were held in 
2008: 
 
Neighborhood Focus in Garden Homes took place the week of April 21-25, 2008. The Solid 
Waste Department collected 42,000 lbs of brush, 685 lbs of litter, 1,100 lbs of scrap, and 33,000 lbs 
of junk in the Garden Homes area.  
 
Neighborhood Focus in South Rome/Hillsboro took place the week of September 22-26, 2008. 
The Solid Waste Department collected 84,000 lbs of brush, 610 lbs of litter, 1,600 lbs of scrap, and 
42,000 lbs of junk. Additionally, the Solid Waste Department assisted with the removal of two 
hazardous trees on Wilson St. and at Parks Hoke Park near Anna K. Davie Elementary School. 
 
A total of 6 Neighborhood Focus events have taken place around the City of Rome since 2005. 
Each event provides Spanish translation and follows a similar formula including the following 
agencies: City Police Department’s Mobile Command Post; Solid Waste Department, Curbside 
Recycling, City of Rome Tree Board; Building Inspection; Street Department, Animal Control, Fire 
Safety Education, Floyd Against Drugs (FAD), Community Emergency Response Team (CERT), the 
Free Clinic, the Boys & Girls Clubs, and an end-of-the-week Appreciation Party where the City 
Commissioners cook for all the residents and workers. 

7.3 Media Relations 
Media relations are especially strong for the efforts of the Commission, and this relationship has 
aided the efforts to address the solid waste issue within the community. Prior to holidays, the 
commercial and residential collection schedules are published in the local newspaper and 
presented on local radio and TV. Special solid waste collection events are publicized through these 
same media, and are supplemented with handouts distributed in the elementary and middle 
schools.  
 
Special events are also broadcast on the library channel with the City of Rome’s Convention and 
Visitors Bureau spotlighting new programs such as Neighborhood Focus and the Yard Cart 
Program. The annual Earth Day observance is reported in the local media. The local media have 
been very supportive of the efforts to encourage recycling through the use of public service 
announcements and the publication of general interest news articles. This relationship is 
encouraged and is expected to continue as the Solid Waste Plan is implemented. 

7.4 Local Volunteer Base 
The City of Rome has a volunteer program whereby human resources and department heads are 
assigned the task of locating and placing volunteers within the city government. Currently, the city's 
Solid Waste Department is using the services of a volunteer to collect data about recycling efforts 
within the commercial and industrial sectors with the goal of developing and promoting recycling 
programs at these locations. 
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7.5 Pay-As-You-Throw Program 
The Joint Solid Waste Commission adopted a volume based pay as you throw system in July of 
2000. Under this plan (also known as unit pricing), households are charged for waste collection 
based on the amount of trash they throw away in the same way they are charged for water, 
electricity, and other utilities. This gives residents a direct incentive to reduce the amount of waste 
they generate. Nearly all communities have experienced three specific types of benefits as a result 
of adopting pay-as-you-throw: 
 

 Economically Feasible. Pay-as-you-throw is an effective tool for communities struggling 
to cope with soaring municipal solid waste management costs. Well-designed programs 
enable communities to generate the revenues they need to cover all municipal solid 
waste program costs, including the costs of such complementary programs as recycling 
and composting. Residents benefit, too. Communities with pay-as-you-throw have told 
EPA that residents often welcome the opportunity to take control of their trash bill. 

 
 Environmentally Sustainable. Because of the incentive it provides residents to put less 
waste at the curb, communities with programs in place have reported significant 
increases in recycling and reductions in waste amounts ranging from 25 to 45 percent, on 
average. Less waste and more recycling means that fewer natural resources need to be 
extracted. 

 
 Fair. Communities have also told us that the most important advantage of all may be the 
fairness pay-as-you-throw offers to community residents. When the cost of managing 
trash is hidden in taxes, or charged at a flat rate, residents who recycle and prevent waste 
end up subsidizing their neighbors, leading to wastefulness. Under this kind of program, 
residents pay only for what they throw away. 

7.6 Goals and Needs 
 

Goal 
 Provide material to the public on an annual basis informing the public about waste 

reduction, recycling and sustainability alternatives 
Needs 

 Continue to emphasize and fund the waste reduction and recycling programs 
 Continue to promote and fund education in schools, community organizations and industry
 Continue to fund and expand the Neighborhood Focus Programs in the city and county 
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8.0 Implementation Strategy 

8.1 Roles and Responsibilities 
The Joint Solid Waste Commission holds overall responsibility for the coordination of MSW 
collection and disposal in the county. As outlined in the Joint Solid Waste Commission Agreement, 
located in Appendix II, the commission is charged with permitting, operations, maintenance, and 
funding of all county and city owned waste facilities. Purchase of land for waste facility expansion is 
performed with the funding and under the control of the Joint Solid Waste Commission. The 
commission designates the fee schedule, and is in control of all funding for waste management, 
including, but not limited to tip fees, SPLOST funds, grants, loans, and other funding sources. In the 
event that outside contractors are to be used in conjunction with Joint Commission facilities, the 
commission will make recommendations to the City Commission and County Commission regarding 
approval. 
 
In a disaster event, the Joint Solid Waste Commission is charged with the establishment of 
temporary procedures, and if necessary these procedures will be made in accordance with the Joint 
Solid Waste Commission Agreement. 
 
The City of Rome holds responsibility for enforcement of its own policies regarding yard waste 
pickup and other special services performed by its department of public works.  The City of Rome 
has also been designated with the task of the operation of the Walker Mountain Landfill, as funded 
by the Joint Solid Waste Commission. Also included in the city’s duties are the exploration of 
methane to energy and the financial planning for additional construction and closure at the Walker 
Mountain landfill. 
  
Floyd County is designated by the same plan with maintaining and expanding the recycling program 
and support of private business within the county. The county also controls the public involvement 
and education tasks for waste reduction. County tasks will also be funded by the Joint Solid Waste 
Commission. 

8.2 Summary of Goals and Needs 
The roles and responsibilities, estimated annual costs and funding source are presented in the Ten 
Year Financial Plan, in Table 8.1.  The goals and needs of each element are summarized below: 
 
Waste Reduction Goal 

 Enhancement of public programs providing additional information for waste reduction and 
recycling to achieve an additional 14% per capita MSW reduction goal or 4.19 pounds per 
person by 2013 

Needs 
 Single stream recycling plan 
 Recycling Center expansion and/or Relocation 
 Enhanced marketing campaign and continued promotion of community programs 
 Expand composting program 
 Continue the bio-mass fuel source program with Temple Inland Paper Mill 
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Collection Goal 

 Economically increase MSW diversion rate (divert material that would have been 
transported to the landfill for disposal to the Recycling Center), to achieve the per capita 
MSW reduction goal without sacrificing services to the residents 

Needs 
 Continue to review and evaluate the waste reduction programs currently in place and 

provide other per capita MSW reduction alternatives 
 Review and modify the tire collection program 
 Evaluate the relocation of Vaughn Road Mulching Center 
 Implement a garbage and recycling cart system for semi-automated collection 

Disposal Goal 
 Maintain the capacity of Walker Mountain Landfill to serve as the primary disposal point for 

all MSW disposed of by the residents of Floyd County  
Needs 

Capacity expansion: 
 Design of Phases VIII and IX have been completed and approved by EPD and an additional 

600 acres remains available as contingency acreage within the property boundaries of the 
landfill 

 Conduct Annual Capacity Survey 
Existing operations: 
 Upgrade existing leachate pumping/lift station 
 Entrance improvements at Walker Mountain Landfill 

Fee Schedule: 
 Review Allied Waste 2010 Fee Schedule 

Future Operations: 
 Methane capture design for Phases IV, V, and VI and Energy Market Evaluation 
 Evaluate a methane to energy program at closed Berryhill Landfill 
 Green House Gas Emissions Evaluation and Report by 2011 

Landfill Phase closures: 
 Intermediate closure of Phases IV through VII 

Post closure: 
 Post-closure care, Berryhill Landfill 
 Post-closure care, Walker Mountain Landfill (Phases I, II and III) 

Land Limitations 
 The siting and/or permitting of new or expanded solid waste handling facilities are 

consistent with the requirements of the Georgia EPD, Joint Solid Waste Commission, local 
land use limitations and the SWMP. 

Needs 
 Develop a compliance check list documenting that a proposed solid waste facility or facility 

expansion comply with Georgia EPD, Joint Solid Waste Commission and local siting 
requirements and follow the procedures referenced in the SWMP. 

Education and Public Involvement Goal 
 Provide material to the public on an annual basis informing the public about waste 

reduction, recycling and sustainability alternatives  
Needs 

 Continue to emphasize and fund the waste reduction and recycling programs 
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 Continue to promote and fund education in schools, community organizations and industry
 Continue to fund and expand the Neighborhood Focus Programs in the city and county 
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Table 8.1 

 
10 Year Financial Plan 

 

ACTIVITY 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
Responsible 

Party 
Est. Annual Cost 

$ Funding Source 

DISPOSAL 

Landfill Capacity 

Design Phase VIII and IX at Walker Mountain landfill*                   X City of Rome 125000 
Joint 

Commission 

Continue to develop yard waste to bio-mass program with Temple 
Inland X X X X X X X X X X City of Rome 60000 

Joint 
Commission 

Annual Capacity Survey / Reporting  X X X X X X X X X X City of Rome 5000 
Joint 

Commission 

*Design estimated on current average daily volume to occur in 
2018.                           

Existing Landfill Operations 

Operate Walker Mountain landfill X X X X X X X X X X City of Rome 1367711 
Joint 

Commission 

Entrance improvements at Walker Mountain landfill       X             SWC 400000 
Joint 

Commission 

Replace Phase 7 Stormwater Cover X                   City of Rome 100000 
Joint 

Commission 

Upgrade Lechate Lift Station    X                 City of Rome 165000 
Joint 

Commission 

Close Walker Mountain landfill (Phase 4-7)                   X SWC 4963507 
Joint 

Commission 
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Table 8.1 (Cont.) 
 

ACTIVITY 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
Responsible 

Party 

Est. 
Annual 
Cost $ 

Funding 
Source 

Post-Closure 

Maintain post-closure care of Walker Mountain landfill (Phases 1-3) X X X X X X X X X X City of Rome 26,109/yr 
Joint 

Commission 

Ground water/methane monitoring at Phases I - III Wa ker Mountain*** X X X X X X X X X X City of Rome 1,000/yr 
Joint 

Commission 

Maintain post-closure care of Walker Mountain landfill (Phases 4-7) X X X X X X X X X X City of Rome 60,189/yr 
Joint 

Commission 
Ground water/methane monitoring at Wa ker Mountain Landfill (Phases 4-
7)*** X X X X X X X X X X City of Rome 63,554/yr 

Joint 
Commission 

Maintain post-closure care of Walker Mountain C&D Landfill (Phases 1-2) X X X X X X X X X X City of Rome 26,209/yr 
Joint 

Commission 
Ground water/methane monitoring at Wa ker Mountain C&D (Phases 1-
2)*** X X X X X X X X X X City of Rome 5,045/yr 

Joint 
Commission 

Maintain post-closure care of Berryhill Landfill X X X X X X X X X X City of Rome 21,575/yr 
Joint 

Commission 

Ground water/methane monitoring at Berryhill Landfill **8 X X X X X X X X X X City of Rome 35,316/yr 
Joint 

Commission 

**Updates per EPD in 2008 

***Contract pricing through 2010. 

COLLECTION 

Support existing private collection businesses within county X X X X X X X X X X 
Rome /Floyd 

County 0 
Joint 

Commission 

Maintain non-buy-back collection of recyclables at remote sites X X X X X X X X X X Floyd County 0 Floyd County 

Explore the possibility of converting the recycling center to single stream 
recyclable materials X Floyd County 20000 

Joint 
Commission 

Annual operations cost for remote recycling collection stations X X X X X X X X X X Floyd County 220,000/yr Floyd County 

Expand composting program X Floyd County 10000 
Joint 

Commission 
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Table 8.1 (Cont.) 

 

ACTIVITY 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
Responsible 

Party 
Est. Annual 

Cost $ 
Funding 
Source 

WASTE REDUCTION 

Single stream recycling center X 

Expand and/or relocate recycling center      X               Floyd County 500000 
Joint 

Commission 

Continue Household Hazardous Waste Collections Program X X X X X X X X X X Floyd County 50000 
Joint 

Commission 

Explore the possibility of methane waste to energy program    X                 City of Rome 10000 
Joint 

Commission 

LAND LIMITATION 
Develop compliance check list for documenting that a proposed solid waste 
facility complies with Georgia EPD, Joint Solid Waste Commission and local 
siting requirements. X X SWC 3000 

Joint 
Commission 

EDUCATION AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
Coordinate with the Rome Floyd County Clean Community Commission on the 
development of programs and instructional materials for the citizens of Floyd 
County X X X X X X X X X X 

Rome /Floyd 
County 5000 

Joint 
Commission 

Repeat on an annual basis the efforts made to educate industries and 
businesses on the available markets for waste materials from their 
manufacturing and retail processes X X X X X X X X X X Floyd County 10000 

Joint 
Commission 

Re-emphasize waste reduction, recycling and sustainability publicity programs 
to citizens and schools X X X X X X X X X X Floyd County 5000 

Joint 
Commission 

FINANCE AND IMPLEMENTATION 
Refine budget for closure, post-closure care, and ground water and methane 
monitoring at Walker Mountain landfill X   X   X   X   X   City of Rome 2000 

Joint 
Commission 

Develop construction budget and schedule for C&D landfill at Walker Mountain 
Phase 2   X                 City of Rome 2000 

Joint 
Commission 

Refine construction budget for Phase VIII and IX at Wa ker Mountain       X             City of Rome 3000 
Joint 

Commission 

Develop the operating budget for Phase VIII at Walker Mountain                   X City of Rome 3000 
Joint 

Commission 
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9.0 Financing 
Significant revenues are required to finance the operating costs and capital costs associated with 
solid waste management. In recognition of the need for a Subtitle D landfill, Floyd County proposed 
a special purpose local option sales tax (SPLOST) referendum to the voters in 1994. This tax would 
apply 1 percent to all sales within the county for a defined period of time. The referendum was 
accepted on the ballot and approved in November 1994. The portion of the SPLOST program 
associated with solid waste consisted of approximately 9.43 million dollars. These SPLOST receipts 
paid for design of Phases IV through IX and construction of Phase IV of the Walker Mountain 
landfill, closure of Phases I to III at Walker Mountain Landfill, capital purchases associated with 
necessary landfill equipment replacement.  
 
The 1994 SPLOST program also funded the closure of Berryhill Road Landfill, purchased some 
equipment, and engineering design of Phase V. However, due to increased Phase IV construction 
costs, and a significant increase in the closure cost of the Walker Mountain landfill, the remaining 
SPLOST funds were not sufficient to fund the design of Phase VI and construction of Phases V and 
VI at Walker Mountain landfill. Therefore, in 1999 the Joint Solid Waste Commission voted to 
charge all customers including governments as an alternative means of financing future landfill 
operations and projects.  
 
Prior to 1999 the operational costs for the Berryhill Road and the Walker Mountain landfills were 
funded primarily through tip fees. The tip fees were based on the type of waste disposed, 
represented as solid waste, inert waste, or construction and demolition waste. Only commercial and 
industrial customers were charged a tip fee. Prior to 1999 local governments, state governments, 
and nonprofit organizations disposing of various types of waste were not charged a tip fee. 
However, the out-of-county waste was charged the same tip fee as commercial or industrial users. 
 
In July 2000 the City of Rome adopted a new program for funding residential solid waste services. 
All residential and small business customers now pay for services based on the amount of MSW 
placed out for collection also known as “Pay-As-You-Throw.” With this program, each customer 
chooses the level of service they require, and places their MSW in their own cans, which are 
identified for collection by permanent volume based stickers. The current volume based charges as 
listed in Table 4.2 of the Collection Element are billed monthly on the City’s utility billing system.    
 
Currently, the county does not have a collection program. County residents deliver their waste to 
remote disposal sites, and the county contracts with Allied Waste to haul the waste to the Walker 
Mountain landfill. Floyd County adopted a special solid waste tax district in the unincorporated area 
to fund tip fees now charged for waste from the County’s remote sites. The ordinance was adopted 
on August 21, 2001 and is billed annually on the property tax bill. The 2008 millage rate for solid 
waste is 0.664 mills. Since this time tip fees have funded all operations, capital, expansion, and 
closure costs.    
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Table 9.1 
Funding Sources 

 

 Tip 
Fee 

General Fund SPLOST 
Grants Material 

Sales 
County City Current Future 

Landfill (New)        
 Operating        
 Capital        
 Post-Closure        
 Closure        

Recycling Center        

Composting/ 
Grinding        

C&D Disposal Site        

Other Inert Sites 
(Remotes)        

Existing Landfills        
 Closure        
 Post-Closure        
Landfill Construction        
 Phases VIII & IX        

Administration        
 
The ultimate funding sources used to raise revenues for support of solid waste activities will likely 
consist of a hybrid of these funding source options. However, it is believed tip fees should provide 
funding for the majority of operational costs and capital purchases of equipment associated with 
solid waste management. Based on a review of reasonable tip fees for each waste type and 
projected waste volumes, it appears that tip fees can cover operating costs and most of the cost of 
capital equipment. However, future Subtitle D landfill cell development and construction of a C&D 
landfill beyond Phase IX will require supplemental funding. 
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10.0 Resolution to Adopt 
Resolutions to transmit the 2008-2018 Solid Waste Management Plan to the Northwest Georgia 
Commission Center (RCC) and the Department of Community Affairs from the Floyd County Board 
of Commissioners, the City of Rome Commission and the Cave Spring City Council are attached in 
Appendix XI.  
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ROME/FLOYD COUNTY SOLID WASTE COMMISSION 



VOTING MEMBERS 
 

 Chairman Chad Whitfield, Floyd County Commission (Voting Member) 
 Vice Chair Kim Canada, Rome City Commission (Voting Member) 
 Commissioner Bill Collins, Rome City Commission (Voting Member) 
 Commissioner Gary Fricks, Floyd County Commission (Voting Member) 

 
STAFF MEMBERS THAT SERVE THE COMMISSION 
 

 Mr. John Bennett, City Manager 

 Mr. Kevin Poe, Floyd County Manager 

 Mr. Jamie McCord, Rome Public Works Director 

 Mr. Mike Gattis, Walker Mountain Landfill Director 

 Ms. Sheree Shore, Finance Director 

 Ms. Margaret Hollingsworth, Secretary 
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APPENDIX III 
 



Rome-Floyd County 
Solid Waste Commission 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Chairman Kim Canada 
Rome -Floyd County Solid Waste Commission 
P.O. Box 1433 
Rome, GA 30162-1433 
 
Dear Chairman Canada, 
 
This letter serves as a disposal capacity assurance for waste generated by the Walker Mountain 
C&D Landfill located at 433 Walker Mountain Rd SW, Rome, GA 30161 from 2009 to 2035. 
The Georgia EPD permit number for this facility is 057-021D (C&D).  This assurance is based 
upon Rome and Floyd County disposing of approximately 48 cubic yards of waste or 
approximately 46 tons of waste on an annual basis. 
 
We thank the Rome -Floyd County Solid Waste Commission for this business partnership and 
look forward to providing environmentally sound waste disposal options for the foreseeable 
future. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Mike Gattis, Director, 
Walker Mountain Landfill 



Rome-Floyd County 
Solid Waste Commission 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Chairman Kim Canada 
Rome -Floyd County Solid Waste Commission 
P.O. Box 1433 
Rome, GA 30162-1433 
 
Dear Chairman Canada, 
 
This letter serves as a disposal capacity assurance for waste generated by the Walker Mountain 
MSW Landfill located at 433 Walker Mountain Rd SW, Rome, GA 30161 from 2009 to 2035. 
The Georgia EPD permit number for this facility is 057-020D (MSWL).  This assurance is based 
upon Rome and Floyd County disposing of approximately 186,050 cubic yards of waste or 
approximately 93,025 tons of waste on an annual basis. 
 
We thank the Rome -Floyd County Solid Waste Commission for this business partnership and 
look forward to providing environmentally sound waste disposal options for the foreseeable 
future. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Mike Gattis, Director, 
Walker Mountain Landfill 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE CAPACITY REPORT 
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GEORGIA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY APPROVAL LETTER  
FOR THE FLOYD COUNTY DEBRIS MANAGEMENT PLAN 
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ROME/FLOYD COUNTY RECYCLING CENTER SHIPPING DATA 
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ROME/FLOYD RECYCLING SHIPPING DATA

SHIPPED OUT 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
YTD AUG

ALUMINUM 48.77 50.52 46.51 ALUMINUM 43.83 ALUMINUM 50.68 ALUMINUM 45.62 ALUMINUM 40.30 44.64 ALUMINUM 39.53 24.90 25.62
GLASS 302.93 258.31 374.37 CLEAR GLASS 176.57 CLEAR GLASS 195.14 CLEAR GLASS 130.18 CLEAR GLASS 148.70 111.39 CLEAR GLASS 118.29 85.50 90.76
PLASTIC 97.15 114.65 130.86 COLOR GLASS 215.89 COLOR GLASS 199.76 COLOR GLASS 177.09 COLOR GLASS 219.20 209.13 COLOR GLASS 168.26 213.80 118.06
CORRUGATED 3220.31 5081.49 4782.96 PLASTIC #1 39.71 PLASTIC #1 75.16 PLATE GLASS 85.59 PLATE GLASS 104.80 0.00 PLASTIC #1 131.01 118.90 55.44
OFFICE PAPER 446.09 475.29 453.43 PLASTIC #2 55.60 PLASTIC #2 73.42 PLASTIC #1 63.78 PLASTIC #1 45.00 114.37 PLASTIC #2 107.46 67.20 57.70
WHITE PAPER 12.96 0.00 0.00 CORRUGATED 3694.34 CORRUGATED 2950.06 PLASTIC #2 61.10 PLASTIC #2 57.80 87.23 CORRUGATED 1542.74 1582.20 1326.25
NEWSPAPER 1238.16 1256.90 1745.60 NEWS/MAGS 1749.43 TUBES 494.27 CORRUGATED 2989.98 CORRUGATED 2178.50 1729.26 NEWS/MAGS 1491.16 1252.90 931.76
MIXED PAPER 132.63 173.37 197.03 OFFICE PAPER 399.20 NEWS/MAGS 1789.84 TUBES 579.48 TUBES 245.20 0.00 FILE STOCK 156.76 216.40 101.57
MAGAZINES 110.91 132.37 21.91 MIXED PAPER 223.70 OFFICE PAPER 204.81 NEWS/MAGS 1626.76 NEWS/MAGS 1527.10 1341.42 MIXED PAPER 312.85 413.50 262.17
PHONE BOOKS 12.36 7.48 6.08 WHITE PAPER 0.00 MIXED PAPER 231.43 OFFICE PAPER 0.00 FILE STOCK 192.50 192.00 MISC PAPER 20.40 19.80 35.48
HB BOOKS 14.11 11.01 24.62 STEEL - ALL 250.35 WHITE PAPER 20.02 FILE STOCK 269.85 MIXED PAPER 240.90 397.20 STEEL - SCRAP 394.25 453.90 71.65
STEEL 120.97 154.30 230.14 HB BOOKS 13.47 STEEL - ALL 304.07 MIXED PAPER 154.75 MISC PAPER 0.00 0.00 STEEL - CANS 87.61 42.80 47.11
MISC 37.94 34.66 22.80 MISC PLAS 0.00 HB BOOKS 14.76 STEEL - SCRAP 227.34 STEEL - SCRAP 352.70 383.81 OTHER MISC 0.00 112.80 0.05

TOTAL 5,795.27 7,750.34 8,036.30 OTHER MISC 58.01 MISC PLAS 15.21 STEEL - CANS 65.13 STEEL - CANS 42.30 43.70 TOTAL 4,570.31 4,604.60 3,123.60
TOTAL 6,920.10 OTHER MISC 122.10 MISC PAPER 14.65 OTHER MISC 175.10 52.84

TOTAL 6,740.72 OTHER MISC 38.37 TOTAL 5,570.10 4,706.98
TOTAL 6,529.65

98-08 SHIPPINGSHUIPPING 1998 - 2008 YTD



2007 January February March April May June July August September October November December
ALUMINUM $0 00 $0.00 $0.00 $0 00 $1,690.00 $0 00 $0.00 $1,510 00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0 00
CLEAR GLASS $14.00 $14.00 $14.00 $14.00 $14.00 $14.00 $14.00 $14.00 $14 00 $14.00 $14.00 $14.00
COLOR GLASS $9 00 $9.00 $9.00 $9 00 $9.00 $9 00 $9.00 $9.00 $9.00 $9.00 $9.00 $9 00
PLASTIC #1 $0 00 $330.00 $376.60 $0.00 $360.00 $0 00 $0.00 $370.00 $370.00 $370.00 $0.00 $0 00
PLASTIC #2 $0 00 $0.00 $411.20 $0.00 $0.00 $0 00 $370.00 $0.00 $0.00 $543.00 $0.00 $0 00
CORRUGATED $80.50 $105.50 $155.50 $132.50 $117.50 $117.50 $137.50 $147.50 $147.50 $148.50 $138.50 $137.50
NEWS/MAGS $101.00 $111.00 $141.00 $132.50 $122.50 $122.50 $122.50 $117.50 $117.50 $128.05 $128.55 $128.55
FILE STOCK $126.25 $0.00 $0.00 $0 00 $142.52 $0 00 $176.50 $0.00 $186.55 $0.00 $180.55 $0 00
MIXED PAPER $67.50 $0.00 $115.00 $96.10 $82.51 $0 00 $116.10 $131.50 $127.50 $132.00 $110.00 $110.00
MISC PAPER $0 00 $0.00 $0.00 $0 00 $0.00 $0 00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0 00
STEEL - SCRAP $0 00 $24.00 $0.00 $0.00 $20.00 $0 00 $0.00 $0.00 $90 00 $0.00 $0.00 $90.00
STEEL - CANS $0 00 $0.00 $162.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0 00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $160.00 $0.00 $0 00
OTHER MISC $0 00 $0.00 $0.00 $0 00 $0.00 $200.00 $0.00 $0.00 $30 00 $0.00 $0.00 $0 00

2008 January February March April May June July August September October November December
ALUMINUM $0 00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,720.00 $0.00 $0 00 $0.00 $1,700 00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0 00
CLEAR GLASS $14.00 $14.00 $14.00 $14.00 $14.00 $14.00 $14.00 $14.00 $14 00 $14.00 $14.00 $14.00
COLOR GLASS $0 00 $9.00 $9.00 $9 00 $9.00 $9 00 $9.00 $9.00 $9.00 $9.00 $9.00 $9 00
PLASTIC #1 $420.00 $0.00 $390.00 $0.00 $390.00 $400.00 $400.00 $0.00 $410.00 $0.00 $160.00 $0 00
PLASTIC #2 $0 00 $0.00 $0.00 $490.00 $0.00 $462.00 $0.00 $410.00 $0.00 $700.00 $0.00 $0 00
CORRUGATED $128.50 $128.50 $138.50 $138.50 $133.80 $123.80 $123.80 $123.80 $123.80 $108.80 $58.80 $38.80
NEWS/MAGS $143.55 $143.55 $153.55 $143.55 $140.75 $145.75 $160.75 $190.75 $190.75 $150.75 $55.75 $40.00
FILE STOCK $215.25 $0.00 $230.85 $228.05 $0.00 $202.85 $202.85 $215.05 $0.00 $205.15 $0.00 $0 00
MIXED PAPER $107.76 $0.00 $110.05 $111.76 $0.00 $109.71 $112.50 $112.50 $119.21 $102.50 $5.00 $7 50
MISC PAPER $0 00 $0.00 $0.00 $0 00 $0.00 $100.00 $100.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0 00
STEEL - SCRAP $0 00 $0.00 $0.00 $0 00 $286.00 $296.00 $276.00 $276.00 $296.00 $46.00 $46.00 $44.00
STEEL - CANS $0 00 $0.00 $0.00 $0 00 $322.00 $179.20 $100.00 $100.00 $100.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0 00
OTHER MISC $0 00 $0.00 $0.00 $0 00 $0.00 $0 00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0 00

2009 January February March April May June July August September October November December
ALUMINUM $0 00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $0.00
CLEAR GLASS $14.00 $14.00 $14.00 $14.00 $14.00 $14.00 $14.00 $14.00
COLOR GLASS $9 00 $9.00 $9.00 $9.00 $0.00 $9 00 $9.00 $9.00
PLASTIC #1 $150.00 $0.00 $230.00 $230.00 $420.00 $250.00 $0.00 $260.00
PLASTIC #2 $0 00 $0.00 $225.00 $220.00 $0.00 $0 00 $270.00 $0.00
CORRUGATED $29.00 $29.00 $55.00 $55.00 $128.50 $70.00 $88.40 $93.40
NEWS/MAGS $35.00 $30.00 $40.00 $50.00 $143.55 $50.00 $65.05 $65.05
FILE STOCK $85.05 $85.05 $92.50 $0 00 $215.25 $0 00 $120.00 $135.15
MIXED PAPER $7 50 $7.50 $25.00 $25.00 $107.76 $45.50 $60.00 $62.50
MISC PAPER $0 00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0 00 $0.00 $0.00
STEEL - SCRAP $44.00 $44.00 $33.00 $206.00 $0.00 $105.00 $186.00 $155.00
STEEL - CANS $0 00 $0.00 $0.00 $74.00 $0.00 $105.00 $130.00 $155.00
OTHER MISC $0 00 $0.00 $0.00 $0 00 $0.00 $0 00 $0.00 $0.00



2007 January February March April May June July August September October November December
ALUMINUM 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 14.1 0.0 0.0 10.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CLEAR GLASS 7.9 8.0 7.7 7.3 6.8 7.2 7.0 0.0 6.4 9.1 8.2 10.0
COLOR GLASS 11.3 18.1 6.6 30.1 22.9 13.3 30.0 17.8 18.5 13.2 25.0 7.0
PLASTIC #1 0.0 17.0 18.0 0.0 17.1 0.0 17.5 15.1 16.8 17.5 0.0 0.0
PLASTIC #2 0.0 0.0 22.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 22.8 0 0 0.0 22.2 0.0 0.0
CORRUGATED 178.6 110.5 154.6 44.1 220.4 152.8 89.4 154.1 129.8 128.8 132.2 87.0
NEWS/MAGS 109.9 111.2 111.1 87.5 131.1 109.1 66.5 133.4 88.1 109.1 87.8 108.2
FILE STOCK 20.8 0.0 22.5 0.0 44.6 0.0 22.3 0 0 21.0 0.0 20.8 64.4
MIXED PAPER 44.0 0.0 44.8 22.5 66.7 0.0 44.1 64.2 21.4 41.4 64.3 0.0
MISC PAPER 19 8MISC PAPER 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 19.8 0.0 0.0
STEEL - SCRAP 140.0 43.0 0.0 0.0 166.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 27.5 0.0 0.0 76.5
STEEL - CANS 0.0 0.0 22.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 20.2 0.0 0.0
OTHER MISC 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.4 9.4 0.0 0.0 84.7 15.3 0.0 0.0
Total 512.4 307.8 410.1 191.5 693.9 291.7 299.5 395.4 414.3 396.5 338.2 353.3

2008 January February March April May June July August September October November December
ALUMINUM 0 0 0 15 0 0 0 11 0 -1 0 0
CLEAR GLASS 17 17 8 8 16 6 14 6 10 4 8 8
COLOR GLASS 0 16 14 15 21 19 18 15 17 14 14 9
PLASTIC #1 15 0 17 0 11 12 0 16 15 0 16 0
PLASTIC #2 0 0 0 21 0 20 0 17 0 19 0 0
CORRUGATED 170 43 65 366 179 197 176 130 175 104 45 155
NEWS/MAGS 131 64 154 126 128 110 110 109 131 108 109 111
FILE STOCK 21 0 20 20 0 20 0 20 0 20 0 0
MIXED PAPER 44 0 77 10 0 67 22 44 22 22 23 20
MISC PAPER 0 0 0 14 0 21 0 0 0 0 0 0
STEEL - SCRAP 0 0 0 0 16 17 30 9 6 6 6 9
STEEL - CANS 0 0 0 0 27 6 11 2 4 4 0 0
OTHER MISC 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
Total 398 140 354 594 398 495 382 377 381 302 221 312

2009 January February March April May June July August September October November December
ALUMINUM 0 0 0 0 0 9 11 0 -20 0 0 0
CLEAR GLASS 8 6 0 9 0 8 5 5 -41 0 0 0
COLOR GLASS 17 14 6 12 6 16 5 5 -81 0 0 0
PLASTIC #1 19 0 14 10 12 15 0 16 -86 0 0 0
PLASTIC #2 0 0 21 16 0 0 20 0 -57 0 0 0
CORRUGATED 132 22 307 197 65 260 64 260 -1,307 0 0 0
NEWS/MAGS 65 65 45 87 22 65 66 44 -459 0 0 0
FILE STOCK 19 21 43 0 17 0 21 21 -142 0 0 0
MIXED PAPER 107 23 22 20 0 45 22 22 -261 0 0 0
MISC PAPER 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
STEEL - SCRAP 3 3 6 2 2 5 9 6 -36 0 0 0
STEEL - CANS 0 0 0 14 9 3 12 6 -44 0 0 0
OTHER MISC 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 -3 0 0 0
Total 370 154 464 370 133 426 235 387 -2,539 0 0 0



2007 January February March April May June July August September October November December
ALUM NUM 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 14 14.1 14.1 24.9 24 9 24.9 24 9 24.9
CLEAR GLASS 7.9 16 23 6 30.8 38 44.8 51 8 51.8 58 2 67.3 75 5 85.5
COLOR GLASS 11.3 29 36 0 66.1 89 102.3 132.3 150.1 168 6 181.8 206.8 213 8
PLASTIC #1 0.0 17 35 0 35.0 52 52.1 69 6 84.7 101.4 118.9 118.9 118 9
PLASTIC #2 0.0 0 22 2 22.2 22 22.2 45 0 45.0 45 0 67.2 67 2 67.2
CORRUGATED 178 6 289 443.7 487.8 708 860.9 950.3 1,104.4 1,234.2 1363 0 1,495.2 1582.2
NEWS/MAGS 109.9 221 332.1 419.6 551 659.8 726.3 859.7 947 8 1056 9 1,144.7 1252.9
FILE STOCK 20.8 21 43 3 43.3 88 87.9 110.1 110.1 131 2 131.2 152.0 216.4
MIXED PAPER 44.0 44 88 8 111.3 178 178.0 222.1 286.4 307 8 349.2 413.5 413 5
MISC PAPER 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 19.8 19 8 19.8
STEEL - SCRAP 140 0 183 183.0 183.0 350 349.9 349.9 349.9 377.4 377.4 377.4 453 9
STEEL - CANS 0.0 0 22 6 22.6 23 22.6 22 6 22.6 22 6 42.8 42 8 42.8
OTHER MISC 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 3 12.8 12 8 12.8 97 5 112.8 112.8 112 8

512.4 820 1,230.3 1421.8 2,116 2,407.4 2,706.9 3,102.3 3,516.5 3913.1 4,251.3 4,604.6

2008 January February March April May June July August September October November December
ALUM NUM 0 0 0 0 14.9 15 14.9 14 9 25.6 25 6 25 25 25.25
CLEAR GLASS 17 34 41 6 49.3 65 70.9 85 3 90.8 100.7 105 113 121.00
COLOR GLASS 0 16 30 2 45.4 66 85.2 103.4 118.1 135.3 149 163 171.83
PLASTIC #1 15 15 31 8 31.8 43 55.4 55.4 71.0 86 0 86 102 101.63
PLASTIC #2 0 0 0 0 20.6 21 40.6 40 6 57.7 57.7 77 77 77.11
CORRUGATED 170 213 278.5 644.0 823 1,020.5 1,196.7 1,326 2 1,501.7 1606 1,651 1,806 21
NEWS/MAGS 131 195 348.6 475.0 603 712.8 822.4 931.8 1,062.6 1171 1,280 1,391 61
FILE STOCK 21 21 40 6 60.7 61 81.2 81 2 101.6 101 6 122 122 121.81
MIXED PAPER 44 44 120.7 130.5 130 196.6 218.5 262.2 283 9 306 329 348.73
MISC PAPER 0 0 0 0 14.0 14 35.5 35 5 35.5 35 5 35 35 35.48
STEEL - SCRAP 0 0 0 0 0 16 32.7 63 0 71.6 77 6 84 90 99.35
STEEL - CANS 0 0 0 0 0 27 33.0 44.1 46.1 50.1 54 54 54.33
OTHER MISC 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 0.4 1 1 0.53

398 538 891.9 1486.2 1,884 2,379.3 2,761.0 3,138.2 3,518.8 3821.0 4,042 4,354.9

2009 January February March April May June July August September October November December
ALUM NUM 0 0 0 0 0 9 20 0 20.3
CLEAR GLASS 8 14 14 23 23 31 36 0 41.5
COLOR GLASS 17 31 37 49 55 71 76 0 81.5
PLASTIC #1 19 19 33 43 55 70 70 0 85.9
PLASTIC #2 0 0 21 37 37 37 57 0 57.4
CORRUGATED 132 154 461 658 723 983 1,047.0 1,307.4
NEWS/MAGS 65 130 175 262 284 349 415.0 458.9
FILE STOCK 19 40 83 83 100 100 121.0 142.2
MIXED PAPER 107 130 152 172 172 217 239.0 260.8
MISC PAPER 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0
STEEL - SCRAP 3 6 12 14 16 21 30 0 35.7
STEEL - CANS 0 0 0 14 23 26 38 0 44.3
OTHER MISC 0 0 0 3 3 3 3 0 2.8

370 524 988.0 1358.0 1,491 1,917.0 2,152.0 2,538.6

COUNTY RECYCL NG SUMMARY 2009Yearly Shipped Data
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MAP OF REMOTE COLLECTION SITES, LANDFILLS AND RECYCLING 
CENTER FLOYD COUNTY 
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Landfill Disposal Charges

Present Proposed
Garbage and Industrial (All Haulers)

Gate Rate 0 Lbs. To 100 Lbs. $4.70 $4.80
101 Lbs. To 250 Lbs. $9.25 $9.50
251 Lbs. To 500 Lbs. $14.70 $15.05
501 Lbs. To 750 Lbs. $22.10 $22.65
751 Lbs. To 1000 Lbs. $29.30 $30.05
1001 Lbs. To 2000 Lbs. $32.10 $32.90
Over 2001 Lbs. $34.70 /Ton $35.55 /Ton

Host Rate(Rome & Floyd County) $30.00 $30.75  /Ton
Preferred Rate (see Note 1) $25.00 $25.65  /Ton

Construction and Demolition
Gate Rate(General Haulers) $25.10 /Ton $25.75  /Ton
Host Rate(Rome & Floyd County) $23.00  $23.60  /Ton
Preferred Rate $20.00  $20.40  /Ton

Inert (All Haulers)
Gate Rate 0 Lbs. To 250 Lbs. $2.75 $2.80

251 Lbs. To 500 Lbs. $5.50 $5.65
 501 Lbs. To 7500 Lbs. $8.20 $8.40

751 Lbs To 1000 Lbs $10 95 $11 20

PROPOSED LANDFILL FEES FOR 2009

 751 Lbs. To 1000 Lbs. $10.95 $11.20
1001 Lbs. To 2000 Lbs. $16.40 $16.80
Over 2001 Lbs. $19.15 /Ton $19.65 /Ton

Host Rate(Rome & Floyd County) $17.00 /Ton $17.45 /Ton
Preferred Rate $15.00 /Ton $15.40 /Ton

Yard Waste (All Haulers)
Gate Rate 0 Lbs. To 250 Lbs. $1.80 $1.85

251 Lbs. To 500 Lbs. $3.60 $3.70
501 Lbs. To 7500 Lbs. $5.40 $5.55
751 Lbs. To 1000 Lbs. $7.20 $7.40
1001 Lbs. To 2000 Lbs. $10.75 $11.00
Over 2001 Lbs. $12.50 /Ton $12.80 /Ton

Host Rate(Rome & Floyd County) $10.00  $10.75 /Ton
Preferred Rate $10.00  $10.75 /Ton

Stumps
Gate Rate $28.70 $29.40 /Ton
Host Rate(Rome & Floyd County) $25.00  $25.65 /Ton
Preferred Rate $25.00  $25.65 /Ton

Tires (commercial)
Gate Rate $109.10 /Ton $111.85 /Ton
Host Rate(Rome & Floyd County) $100.00 $102.50 /Ton
Preferred Rate $100.00 $102.50 /Ton

Tires (residential)
Gate Rate $0.09 /Lb. $0.10 /Lb.
Host Rate(Rome & Floyd County) $0.07  $0.08 /Lb.
Preferred Rate $0.07  $0.08 /Lb.

Note 1: Preferred rates apply to customers that are billed monthly whose total waste delivery
in the month billed exceeds 1300 tons (65 tpd, 5-day/wk average).



ADOPTED this           day of                        , 2007

BY:  _________________________________
Mayor, Rome City Commission

ATTEST: ____________________________                               
                      Joseph F. Smith, Secretary

Rome City Commission

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Rome City Commission and it is hereby resolved by
the authority of same, that the fee schedule book of the City be revised to establish
the following rates for the Walker Mountain Landfill to be effective January 1, 2007
.

R E S O L U T I O N

                      Rome City Commission
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CLOSURE CERTIFICATE FOR WALKER MOUNTAIN ROAD LANDFILL 
PHASES 1, 2 & 3 
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ASSET VERIFICATION LIST FOR WALKER MOUNTAIN LANDFILL 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAP OF AREAS UNSUITABLE FOR SITING MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE 
LANDFILLS 
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KEEP GEORGIA BEAUTIFUL SECOND PLACE AWARD FOR WASTE 
REDUCTION TO THE CITY OF ROME STREET AND SOLID WASTE 
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