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Community Improvement Strategy for Jenkins County

Jenkins County seeks to improve educational attainment for
all its citizens, particular the skills of its workforce, in order to
strengthen their ability to attract industry to the county.

Issues to be Addressed

With unemployment at 5.9% and 28.4% of the citizens of Jenkins County living below the
poverty level, Jenkins County sees the need to better educate its citizens. Jenkins County
believes that if its school-age citizens can graduate from high school and its older citizens
can receive adequate training to make them eligible for employment, everyone’s quality of
life will improve. A better-educated workforce could also entice industry to locate in Jenkins
County, enhancing overall economic development.

Strategy
As a Community of Opportunity, Jenkins County will accomplish the following over the next
two years:
1. provide workforce development training for adults of Jenkins County
work to attract new businesses to Jenkins County
apply to become a Certified Work Ready Community
provide broadband access throughout the county
strive to have better communication with all citizens of the county
provide programs and services that support high school and secondary gradua-
tion with marketable skills for employment
7. provide every at-risk child in public schools with a mentor
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Measures of Success

For each strategy listed above, success will be measured as follows:
1. Jenkins County will improve its graduation rate from 63.6% to 85%.
2. Jenkins County will become a Certified Work-Ready Community.
3. Jenkins County will improve its unemployment rate from 5.9% to 4%.
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