Notice Relating to Compliance Scoring

2006 Compliance History Scoring

Compliance Value assigned to “Down Units”
Over the past year, there are a number of multi-family properties with both   DCA HOME and Low Income Housing Credits that have experienced low occupancy rates due to economic and market issues.  As a result of the high number of vacancies, financial difficulties have been experienced by many of these properties making it difficult to keep all vacant units “rent ready”.  In recent inspections, many of the vacant units DCA has inspected wert not “rent ready” and were “down”.  “Down units” are considered to be out  of compliance and may have an effect on an Applicant’s Compliance score during the competitive round.
Due to the recent issues with low occupancy rates and due to the lack of a clear definition of a “down unit”, in the 2006 Compliance History Scoring, DCA Compliance will not assign a Compliance Value to a finding of  “down unit”. 
However, going forward DCA Compliance will assign a Non-Compliance Value to “down” unit(s).  By using the definition of a DCA “down” unit and through the efforts of all involved in the program, DCA Compliance expects to see all vacant units clean and “rent ready” for occupancy by Low Income tenants.
DCA Definition of a Vacant Unit and a Down Unit (effective July 1, 2006)
Vacant Unit:  

Unoccupied


Within 5 business days of move-out 



Cleaned of all debris 



Within 10 business days of move-out



All appliances are in place, working and clean



Bath and kitchen fixtures working and clean



Bath and kitchen cabinets and countertops clean and in good repair



All systems working



Clean HVAC filter 



Power and/or gas on
The unit may not be painted or have the carpet cleaned but should be s


suitable to show 
Prior to scheduled move-in
Unit must be painted and carpet cleaned or replaced
Down Unit:












An unoccupied unit that does not satisfy any of the requirements above.



Please note that DCA will require documentation of marketing efforts for 



all Low Income units that are vacant longer than 60 days.
